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FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN ORISSA:1914-1936 


FREEDOM MOVEMENTS IN 
SAMBALPUR,GANJAM AND PURI DISTRICTS 


PRAJAMANDAL AGITATION IN 
MAYURBHANJ AND TALCHER 


NEHRU AND HUMAN RIGHTS 


POEMS BY SOURINDRA BARIK 


The Soviet Republic of Armenia has been hit by a mass— 
ive earthquake recently. The earthquake has claimed 
thousands of lives and caused extensive damage to whole 
villages. 


The Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi signed the condo- 
lence book in the Soviet Embassy in New Delhi on Dece- 
mber 13, 1988, expressing India's sympathy to the USSR. 
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NATIONAL STRUGGLE 
IN ORISSA: 1914-1936 


In 1914 there were two incidents connected with 
the Anarchists of Bengal. There was a case of dacoity 
in the village of Chainpur near Jajpur on 14th September 
1914. The dacoits were alleged to be terrorists from Be- 
ngal. About a year after the incident , 5 terrorists of 
Bengal were apprehended at Balasore on the 7th September, 
1915. There was regular exchange of fire between the 
terrorists and the Police. In consequence, two terrorists 
Jatin and Chittapriya, died in the encounter with the 
Police. The other three, Jyotish, Niren and Monoranjan, 
were captured and tried by 4a Special Tribunal. Jyotish 
was sentenced to transportation for life, while the other 
two were awarded capital punishment. ; 


There were no political activities in Orissa during 
the period 1915-1919 except those connected with unifica- 
tion of Oriya-speaking tracts organised by the Utkal Union 
Conference. In the year 1919 Mahatma Gandhi appeared 
in the political arena of India. He started a new experi- 
ment on freedom struggle by Indians based on non-violent 
non-co-operation. Gandhiji inaugurated this new programme 
of Satyagraha in protest against the Rowlatt Act on the 
6th April, 1919. But this new form of resistance to Bri- 
tish authority was met with ruthless repression resulting 
in indiscriminate arrests, Police firings culminating in 
the Jallianwalabagh tragedy. 


This shocking act of repression on the part of 
the Government roused bitterest feeling of resentment aga- 
inst the foreign rulers and stirred the minds of the youth 
with national feeling. The Youths of Orissa were naturally 
affected by such shocking incidents and they wanted to 
widen the scope of Orissan politics which, at the time, 
was restricted to agitation for unification of Oriya-speaking 
tracts, so that the Congress programme of national struggle 
could be implemented and Orissa could play her legitimate 
part in the freedom fight. 


The first move in the direction was the establi- 


shment of a_é small cultural institution 


Named Bharati 
Mandir by  Gopabandhu Choudhury 


+ This became the 


» fbut? in fact, 
it soon became the breeding ground of new political 
thought. 3 
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Mahtab remained in charge of the District of Balasore. 
He was assisted by Karunakar Panigrahi, Subodh Chandra 
Dey, Biswanath Hota, Nilambar Das, Ghanshyam Sahu and 
others who were allotted different parts of the District 
for their work. Banchhanidhi Mohanty was in charge of 
Bhadrak sub-division. Bhagirathi Mohapatra and Braja- 
bandhu Das remained in charge of Sadar sub-division of 
Cuttack. Jadumani Mongraj and Rajkrushna Bose were in 
charge of Kendrapara sub-Division and Jajpur sub-division 
respectively. Jagabandhu Singh was given the charge of 
the Puri district and Pandit Nilakantha Das was allotted 
Sambalpur. Niranjan Patnaik was entrusted with organisa- 
tion of Congress activities in the Ganjam district. Pandit 
Godabaris Misra took up the charge of Singhbhum. 


A number of Swaraj Asrams were established at 
Cuttack town, Jagatsinghpur (Alakasrama), Sakhigopal, 
Puri, Balasore, Soro, Bhadrak etc. These Asramas became 
the regular centres of Congress activities. Students who 
left Schools and Colleges formed Swaraj Sevak Sangha 
with Brajabandhu Das as Secretary. Branches of the 
organisation were established in different parts of the 
Districts. Members of the Sangha were devoted to propa- 
ganda, organizational work and enrolment of Congress 
volunteers. oa 


: ry 
A National University under the name of Utkal 
Sikshya Parishad was formed with Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das as Chairman and Nandakishore Das as Secretary. 


A number of national Schools were established, 
the foremost among them being the Satyabadi School under 
the charge of Krupasindhu Misra. Chakradharpur H.E. 
School was converted into a national school under the 
guidance of Pandit Godavaris Misra. Other National Schools 
were established in Sambalpur, Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur, 
Bhadrak, Balasore and Soro. 


21 The most important event of 1921 was the 
visit of Mahatma Gandhi to Orissa. He came to Cuttack 
on the 21st March. He addressed a number of meetings 
at Cuttack including meetings of women and_ khilafat 
Committee. He visited Bhadrak, Satyabadi, Puri and 
Berhampur. At each place he addressed vast gatherings 
explaining the significance of non-violent non-co-operation 
and the duties of the people including women in the 
national struggle. Visit of Mahatma Gandhi created unpre- 
cedented enthusiasm among the people who came forward 
in large numbers to participate in the National struggle. 


Meetings were held in different towns and interior 
parts of Orissa. Village Panchayats were formed. Boycott 
of Courts and foreign cloth was carried on vigorously. 
Government authorities took repressive measure to stem 
the rising tide of patriotism. Satyagrahis were arrested 


and summarily convicted. 


By the 30th June, 1921, 40,000 Congress members 
had been enrolled in Orissa. A sum of 22 thousand rupees 
had been collected for the Tilak Swaraj fund. 15,000 
Charkhas were in use and more than a thousand Pan- 
chayats had been formed. This information was conveyed 
by the Secretary, U.P.C.C. to the Secretary aang ake 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das addressed a vast gathering 
of Oriyds in Calcutta and exhorted the audience to give 
all support to the national movement. He Particularly 


requested the Oriya labourers to stop helping transport 
of foreign cloth. 


(The A.1.C.C. sanctioned Rs.20,000/- for expenses 
of the U.P.C.C. for carrying on Congress activities. By 
October 1921, a sum of Rs.23,000/- had been collected 
in Orissa for Tilak Swaraj fund but the quota allotted 
was Rs.4,00,000/-. \Students of Schools and Colleges were 
stirred with Patriotic feelings. In response to call for 
non-co-operation , hartal was observed by students of 
Cuttack College, Sambalpur School, Balasore Zilla School 
etc. About thirty students gave up their studies and 
joined Congress. Most of those who did not give up their 
studies showed deep Sympathy for the movement. 


. Boycott of foreign cloth, 
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Meetings were held in the towns i i 
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Resignation of Government service by Gopabandhu 
Choudhury has been referred to. In Balasore Surendra 
Nath Das, S.I. of Police and Mahammad Hanif, S.1. of 
Excise resigned their Government service and joined 
Congress. In Sambalpur, Mahendra Nath Verma and Achyu- 
tananda Purohit, Advocates, gave up their practice and 
took up national work. In Cuttack, Nilakantha Rath, a 
postal clerk resigned his post in protest against repre- 
ssSive policy of the Government. 


(A number of publications relating to national 
movement were brought out. 'Asahayogadhafmara sarata- 
ttva' and 'Mohan Bansi' a poem on Mahatma Gandhi, by 
Banambar Das, 'Gandhi Mahatmya' by Jagabandhu Singh, 
"Bharatiya Swaraj', Oriya translation of Mahatma Gandhi's 
"Indian Home Rule', by Krutibas Nandasarma were among 
them, The 'Samaj', a weekly was mainly devoted to 
National struggle. <A cyclostyled bulletin, 'Samachar 
Darpan' was also brought out. 


A number of Congress workers including leaders 
were prosecuted under different sections of the Indian 
Penal Code. 


1922 About 125 delegates from Orissa attended 
the Ahmedabad Congress Session. U.P.C.C. deputed Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das, Jagabandhu Singh, Pandit Nilakantha Das 
and Gopabandhu Choudhury. Gandhiji started Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement in Bardoli under his personal super- 
vision. The 'Svayam Sevak Sanghs' were declared unlawful 
by Government. But hundreds of volunteers in Orissa 
enrolled themselves as members of that institution. 
Government tried to suppress the movement ruthlessly. 


A fire havoc in different parts -of Orissa created panic 
among the people. Houses in Cuttack and Balasore towns 
and some other places caught fire mysteriously and were 
burnt to ashes rendering thousands of people homeless 
and helpless. It is estimated that about 20,000 houses 
were burnt. The havoc, however, subsided in course of 
two months, but its origin was never traced out. People 
thought it was deliberately done by agents of Government 
for creating a panic among the people, while the Govern- 
ment Officials attributed the cause of the havoc to the 
political workers. However it remained a mystery. ) 


Another important event of the year was the agra- 
rian unrest in Kanika. The tenants of the Raja of Kanika 
were subjected to various oppressions. Consequently the 
tenants of Chhamuka decided to approach the Commissioner 
to ventilate their grievances. The Commissioner was given 
to understand that the tenants led by political workers 
were coming to attack him. So he requisitioned police 
force. The police perpetrated worst type of oppression 
on the innocent people. The remedy was, therefore, far 


more serious than the malady. A number of persons were 
arrested and subjected to most insulting and painful treat- 
ment. They were tried summarily and convicted. The 
authorities connected the incident with the political unrest 
in those days, and believed that it was engineered by 


Congress leaders. Ruthless repressive policy was delibe- 
rately adopted to create a panic among the people so 
that they might not join political movements. 


In an appeal to High Court some of the convicted 
tenants were acquitted, as the case was held as agrarian 
unrest. Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Bhagirathi Mohapatra, 
Jadumani Mongraj, Mohammad Ekram Rusool, Pandit Ananta 
Misra, Babaji Ram Das and Atal Behari Acharya were 
arrested and sent to jail under section 108 of UA AeR 


While the leaders of Orissa were behind the prison 


bar, Mahatma Gandhi stopped his Political experiment 
of Satyagraha at Bardoli, 


quently the arrange- 
ment made for Starting Civil i 
Orissa was stopped. Soon after 


Gandhiji was tak 
» en 
custody and sentenced to 6 years imprisonment. 
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into two Camps, the non-Co-operators and the Swarajists 
favouring entry into Councils. This internal conflict in 
the highest circle resulted in stalemate in the active 
agitational programme of the Congress. Ultimately the 
separation of the two parties was sealed in the Kanpur 
session in December, 1925. } 
y 
In Orissa the Congress party was likewise divided 
into two camps. Those who favoured entry into elective 
bodies directed their attention to election while the 
orthodox members preferred carrying on mass_ contact, 
propaganda and constructive work as programme of non- 
co-operation had been suspended by Congress in 1924. 


U.P.C.C. was reconstituted in 1923. Pandit Nila- 
kantha Das was elected as President and Gopabandhu 
Choudhury as Vice-dPresident. Rajakrushna Bose became 
the Chairman. ° 


pees the close of 1922 there was a_= strong 
agitati in Balasore against, settlement operations which, 
in consequence, was stopped But Mathura Mohan Behera 
who organised the agitation was arrested and sent to jail 
for 1 year. 


Uréllowing national publications were brought out 
during the year, 


(a) 'Karagarar Kahani' and 'Asahajoga' by Gobind 
Ch. Misra. 


(b) 'Bandir Atmakatha' by Pandit Gopabandhu Das. 


(c) 'Prajatantra' an Oriya weekly, edited by 
H.K.Mahtab. 


In 1924 the Congress party contested District Board 
elections in Balasore, Cuttack and Puri. H.K.Mahtab, 
Banchhanidhi Mohanty, Md. Hanif, Upendra Panda, Ban- 
sidhar .Rath, Upendra Padhi and Lakhmidhar Pahdi were 
elected from Balasore. H.K.Mahtab became the Chairman. 
Similarly Gopabandhu Choudhury and Banamali Das became 
the Chairman of Cuttack and Puri District Boards respe- 
ctively. . 


Elective seats in the Provincial Council and Central 
Council were contested by the Swarajists of the Orissa 
Congress Party. Pandit Gopabandhu, Jagabandhu 
Singh, Radharanjan Das and Bhagabat Pr. Mohapatra were 
elected for Provincial Council, while Pandit Nilakantha 
Das and Bhubanananda Das were elected for the Central 


Council. 
A Branch of All India Charkha Sangha was esta- 


blished in Orissa. Niranjan Patnaik was entrusted with 
its management. 5 


Visit of Mahatma Gandhi accompanied by his 
Secretary Mahadeb Desai and Seth Ranglal to Orissa is 
the only important political event of the year 1925, 


meeting in the Municipality Compound. On the 20th August , 
he visited Anathasram, addressed a meeting in the Chri- 
stian Church Compound and another meeting of females 
in the town Hall. He also attended a Spinning Exhibition. 
He left for Calcutta by the night Express. ) 


Ef 
C.F. Andrews also visited Puri, Cuttack and Bala- 


sore to see the conditions of the flood-striken People 
in those districts, 


25 delegates from Orissa attended the 
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Mahatma Gandhi visited Orissa on the 18th Dece- 
mber 1927. He was received by Janaki Nath Bose, Pre- 
sident of the Reception Committee formed for the purpose. 
He stayed at the residence of Gopal Praharaj. As he was 
indisposed he could not address the meeting at the 
Municipal Compound. He only attended it. He left for 
Madras on the 21st December. 


The most unfortunate event of the year 1928 was 
the sad demise of Pandit Gopabandhu Das the leding Poli- 
tical and Social worker of Orissa. He expired on the 
17th June, 1928. 


The USP. Cr. was reconstituted. Gopabandhu 
Choudhury became the President and H.K. Mahtab, the 
Secretary. é 


Gobind Ch. Misra met Mahatma Gandhi at Bordoli 
and appraised him of the conditions prevailing in Orissa. 
Gandhiji expressed his deep sympathy for Orissa and 
indicated that he would pay his attention to the problem 
of Orissa. 


Acharya P.C.Ray and Satis Ch. Das Gupta visited 
Orissa on the 26th Sept, 1928 for purpose of Khadi propa- 
gation in Orissa. Acharya Ray addressed a public meeting 
in the Cuttack town hall. 


A storm was brewing in the political atmosphere 
of India after a continued period of lull. Talk between 
Lord Irwin and Gandhiji in December, 1929 failed as the 
former could not give any assurance about grant of Domi- 
nion Status to India. So Gandhiji was determined to force 
the hands of the Government. In the Lahore session of 
Congress in December 1929, Swaraj or complete indepe- 
ndence was declared as the goal of Congress and Provi- 
ncial Congress Committees were asked to hold themselves 
in readiness for active agitation. 


In a meeting of the U.P.C.C. held in December 
1929, H.K.Mahtab was elected as the President, Gopaba- 
ndhu Choudhury as Secretary and Rajkrushna Bose as 


Asst.Secretary - 


Active steps were taken for enrolling volunteers - 
for the ensuing agitation. In accordance with the mandate 
of the A.I.C.C. Pandit Godavarish Misra, Pandit Lingaraj- 
Misra, Nanda Kishore Das and Narayan Birabar Samanta 


resigned their seats in the Provincial Council while 
Pandit Nilakantha Das resigned his seat in the Central 
Assembly. 


gramme of Salt Satyagraha was 


fter Gandhiji's pro 
Arte : de by the U.P.C.C. for 
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eee 


breaking salt laws in Orissa in the Balasore coast. 


The first ‘batch of Satyagrahis was selected. 
Acharya Harihar Das, Murari Tripathy, Gunanidhi Mohanty, 
Madhabananda Das, Durga Prasad Guru, Sadhu Charan: 
Padhi, Gokulananda Mohanty, Gouranga Charan Mohanty, 
Siba Prasad Bhagat, Sudhansu Sekhar Gupta, Biswanath 
Hota, Raghunath Misra, Udayanath Maharana, Balaram Das, 
Goloknath De and Purna Chandra Bose, were included in 
the first batch which was to be led by Gopabandhu 
Choudhury. A large public meeting was held on the bed 
of the river Kathjori, to greet the Satyagrahis on 
5.4.1930. It was presided over by Kedarnath Ray. Pandit 
Krupasindhu Hota, Kedarnath Ray, Gopabandhu Choudhury 
and Kishori Mohan Joardar addressed the meeting. 


Gopabandhu _ Choudhury, however, was arrested 
on his way to Balasore on the 8th April. Dr. Atal Behari 
Acharya and Purna Chandra Bose were. also arrested. 


The second batch of Satyagrahis consisting of 20 
members under the leadership of Madan Mohan Patnaik 
started from Cuttack on the 9th April, 1930. 


Salt law was broken by Acharya Harihar Das, with 
four Satyagrahis on the 13th April,1930 in the village 
of Inchudi in Balasore. Acharya Harihar Das, and 8 Satya- 
a aerate arrested. After this, batches of Satyagrahis 
cipate i onic Orissa came in quick succession to parti- 

nN Salt Satyagraha. Police excesses on this occasion 
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Sarala Devi also took a prominent part in this movement. 


After the tempo of Salt Satyagraha slackened, the 
villagers of Inchudi and other 12 neighbouring villages 
started agitation against Choukidari tax. Since the villa- 
gers were not organised properly for the purpose there 
was a clash between them and the Police. Police force 
perpetrated ruthless acts of oppression on this -occasion. 
A punitive police force was stationed in those villages. 
Police were in quest of a pretext for wrecking their 
vengeance on the villagers who exhibited great enthusiasm 
on the occasion of Salt Satyagraha, and when they found 
one, they utilised it to the utmost. It is estimated that 
loss of property sustained by the villagers on this 
occasion amounted to about Rs.60,000/- 


About 3000 Satyagrahis were arrested and_ sent 
to jail on the occasion of Salt Satyagraha., Loss sustained 
by Satyagrahis and their supporters in shape of fine, 
punitive tax, unlawful appropriation etc. amounted to 
about 2 lacs of rupees. 


The books 'Palasir Abasane' by H.K.Mahtab, 'Luna 
Mara Gita' published by Gopinath Press, Bhadrak, 'Bira 
Bidoshi' by Rama Prasad Singh, 'Ahwan' by Kuntala 
Kumari Sabat and 'Swarajya Pala' by Nityananda Mohapatra 
were prescribed by Government. The Prajatantra and the 
Samaj stopped their publication in protest against demand 
for security. 


In consequence of Gandhi-Irwin pact in March 1931, 
all political prisoners were released. After failure of 
the first R.T. Conference the Working Committee of A.I.C.C. 
decided to start Civil Disobedience Movement. Government 
reaction was instantaneous, the Congress offices were 
declared unlawful and top-ranking Congress workers were 
at once arrested. Mahatma Gandhi was arrested on the 
4th January 1932. 


bop Orissa likewise all Congress offices were 
declar unlawful. Gopabandhu Choudhury, Acharya Harihar 
Das, Harekrushna Mahtab and others were arrested. Civil 
Disobedience movement was carried on by appointment 
of 'Dictators'. The activities of the Congress workers 
consisted in picketing of excise and foreign cloth shops, 
organising processions, holding meetings, — distributing 
préscribed leaflets or literature, manufacturing salt etc. 
Satyagrahis were arrested and convicted. 


This went on till August, 1932 when Communal 
Award was announced. Gandhiji at once undertook fast 
unto death as protest against the award, The whole cou- 
ntry was a-stir on receipt of this information. C.move- 
ment was suspended for 6 weeks on the advice of Mahatma 
Gandhi. However by Poona Pact the danger was arrested, 
and the Harijan movement was vitalised. In Orissa too 


leaders concentrated their attention on removal of untou- 
chability and entry of Harijan$ into Hindu temples. Jaga- 
nnath Das the President of Untouchability Abolition 
Committee and Phanidra Nath Pal the Secretary were 
carrying on the programme of abolition of ‘untouchability 
with the help of other workers. } 


Gandhiji started Individual Satyagraha in place 
of mass Civil Disobedience on ist August ,1938. In Orissa 
two leaders followed suit and organised the movement. 
Bipin Behari Mohanty, Sadhu Charan Mohanty , . Binod 
Bihari Kanungo, Gangaram Sahu, Pandit Krupasindhu Hota; 
Padma Charam Mohanty, Raghunath Pandit and others were 
arrested. This movement lacked the tempo of non-co- 
Operation or Mass Civil Disobedience movement. However 
Individual D.C. movement was suspended in May, 1934. 


After 1934 there were little agitational activities. 
A-1.C.C.'s approval of the Working Committee's proposal 
relating to office acceptance directed the activities of 


the Congress in a new channel, that is Preparation for 
contesting elections in 1937. 
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The year 1938 witnessed the political awakening 
of the people of many of the Feudatory States of Orissa, 
like, Nilgiri, Ranpur, Nayagarh, Dhenkanal, Talcher, etc. 
Prajamandals were set up in the states and people came 
forward to be its members. The Ruling Chiefs too got 
ready to meet the menace and let loose reactionary and 
repressive forces for stifling the voice of the people. 
Repression led to some unfortunate events and resulted 
in stiffening of the attitude of the people. Thus started 
a new phase in the political agitation in Orissa. The 
people of the states who had been silently putting up 
with all tyrannies and despotic actions of the rulers came 
forward to challenge their rulers and demand their legi- 
timate civil and political rights. 


In Mayurbhanj the foundation of Prajamandal was 
laid in 1939 under the leadership of late Sarat Chandra 
Das. He was associated with political activities in the 
Balasore District in his capacity as a Deputy President 
of Balasore Congress Committee for five years from 1920 
to 1925. He was also associated with Utkal Union Confe- 
rence for a long time. He was .a lawyer by profession. 
He started his practice in 1932, but gave it up in 1939 
when he assumed the leadership of political agitation 
in Mayurbhanj. Thus he had necessary qualification and 
proper training in political agitation for leadership of 
the Mayurbhanj Prajamandal. 


In 1939 a small Asram was established at Ambajoda 
in the residence of Sri Sarat Chandra Das. Some School 
and College students were the members of that Asram. 
In the next stage some Pragana Samities were formed in 
Sathila, Rahanda, Manitri, Kuradia, Akhuadeuli, Sainkula, 
Kainasari etc. 


Sarat Chandra Das was not too ambitious to start 
agitation all on a sudden. His political experience taught 
him to proceed slowly but in’ a well-organised manner. 
So, from the beginning he aimed at proper organisation 
before making any show. Stress was laid on village orga- 
nisation through constructive works, developing feelings 


‘of brotherhood, co-operation and discipline among the 


people and improving their economic condition. 


The people evinced keen interest in the new move- 
ment and came forward in large numbers to enlist them- 
selves as members of the Pragana Samities. Gradually 
people learnt to work in villages in close co-operation 
for the common interest of the village. This resulted 
in an appreciable uplift of their economic condition, and 
the villagers themselves were conscious of their achie- 
vements. Village economic funds were created to save 
the village from the clutches of the money-lenders, and 
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to help them in time of distress. 


The villagers gradually became conscious of the 
curses of the despotic administration and their united 
strength in challenging the despotic administration and 
demanding their legitimate civil and political rights. 


The elements of political agitation were slowly 
introduced into village organisation work, and gradually, 
the people became political-minded and got ready to come 
-out to measure their strength with reactionary forces. 


But the principle of Proceeding slowly but steadily was 
followed. 


‘The State Government watched the developments 
with great alertness and caution. To forestall the political 
agitators in their Progress towards an eventual clash with 
Government, a declaration was made by the Ruling Chief 
about his contemplation to establish a Prajasabha. But 
this diplomatic action on the part of the Ruling Chief 
did not mislead the leaders. So at the Manitri Conference, 
establishment of a fully democratic administration was 
declared to be the aim of Prajamandal. 


On the 18th December, 1940 a Conference of 
workers was held at Ambajoda. The State political orga- 


nisation was designated as State Prajamandal in that 
Conference, ; 
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concocted cases anc were convicted in lower courts. But 
fortunately the Mayurbhanj High Court was independent 
of the influence of the executive authorities. So the 
leaders, in almost all cases, were acquifted on appeal. 


Thus, the new weapon of the authorities for 
dealing a death-blow to the Prajamandal did not work 
at all. But the reaction that set in on account of the 
harassment of the leaders made the Prajamandal more 
popular which steadily spread its influence and activities 
into far off villages. Village organisations and Pragana 
Samities were established in larger numbers’ throughout 
the State. 


The work and achievements of the Mayurbhanj - 
Prajamandal gradually drew the attention of the Congress 
leaders in the highest circle. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
in his letter dated 25th May, 1940 sent his good wishes 
to the workers and urged them to fight in a non-violent 
way the evils of the State administration from which the 
people were suffering. 


The first annual session of the Prajamandal was 
held at Kuradhia pragana from 9th to 11th May, 1940. 
Sri. Sarangadhar Das, member of the Standing-Committee 
of all India State People's Conference presided over the 
function. An Agricultural exhibition was also held on that 


occasion. 


Another note-worthy event of 1940 was the opening 
of a Several Training Camp at Ambajoda. Volunteers who 
were trained there helped the people during flood that 
occurred just after the training course was over. 


In 1941 the activities of the Prajamandal was 
extended to the Panchpidha Subdivision. A meeting was 
held in Baripada town on the occasion of the Independence 
day on the 26th January, 1941. Police declared the mee- 
ting as an unlawful assembly and dispersed the people. 


Construction of a dam across the river Budhi at 
Narangan for which thousands of people offered their 
voluntary services is a creditable achievement of the 
Prajamandal in the field of constructive works. 


Construction of a bigger dam at Silaghati in 
Pragana Khunta was taken up by the Prajamandal in June, 
1942. But the State authorities declared that the work 
should not be taken up without their permission. The 
Prajamandal however started the work without seeking 
permission which, all knew, would never be granted. 
The Subdivisional Officer, Kaptipada promulgated section 
144 in the area and arrested many leaders for defiance 
of the order. Some of them were fined and®some were 


sent to jail. 


Late Sarat Chandra Das attended the All-India State 


peoples Conference at Bombay. The famous "Quit: India' 
agitation of 1942 in the neighbouring Mughalbandi areas 
created a considerable stir among the people of Mayur- 
bhanj. Many meetings were held in different parts of 
the State and the picketing of excise shops and boycoit 
of Hats were done. But the State authorities did not 
interfere in those works of the Prajamandal, so it did 
not lead to any unpleasant consequences. 


The Prajamandal devoted itself to constructive 
work. The third session of the Prajamandal was held 
at Madhunanda of Manitri Pragana in 1944. An Agricultural 
Exhibition was held along with. it. The constructive 
programme undertaken by the Prajamandal made it extre- 
mely popular, and this led to automatic dissolution of 
Prajamangal. It was replaced by a= similar organisation 
known as Praja Parishad. It consisted of persons having 


sympathy for the State administration on account of their 
personal interest. 


Prajamandal began to prepare itself for making 
suitable contribution to the 


last phase of freedom struggle 
in India. A Paik Sammilani was established under Presi- 
dentship of Baikuntha Sadul, a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Prajamandal to Protest against the order 
of the State administration confiscating Paik Jagir lands 
when a Paik died leaving minor issues, Thus started the 
Paik agitation in Mayurbhanj. 
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none wished to be its member, coercive measures were 
taken. All people enjoying rent-free lands were asked 
to be members of the Praja Parishad and were threatened 
with confiscation of their -lands in case they did not do 
so. But this threatening had no effect. 


The Prajaparishad, like Prajamangal, failed to 
do anything against Prajamandal, and consequently, died 
a natural death. The state authorities tried to whip up 
the feelings of the Adivasis against the leaders of the 
Prajamandal, but that too failed. 


The fourth annual session of the Prajamandal was 
held at Pratappur. It was attended by about 20 thousand 
people besides the regular members of the Prajamandal. 


Resolutions requesting the Maharaja to introduce 
democratic form of administration on or before the 30th 
June, 1947, forming an interim Government of ministers 
enjoying confidence of people and making election on adult 
franchise basis were passed. 


But the State Administration did not take any 
action on the resolution of the Prajamandal referred to 
above. So the Executive Committee of the Prajamandal 
met at Ambajoda on the 30th July, 1947. A war council 
consisting of Late Sarat Chandra Das, Harihar Mohanty , 
Gourmohan Pradhan, Bhaktabandhu Mohanty, Anant Ratha 
and Prasannakumar Dash was formed. 


Since Prajamandal boycotted Prajasabha, members 
from among the supporters of the Government were elected 
and some vacancies were filled up by nomination. The 
Central Parishad was composed of 12 members elected 
from Prajaparishad and 15 nominated members. 


The Independence day was. celebrated by the 
Prajamandal with great zeal. About 8 thousand people 
attended the meeting held on that occasion. The meeting 
organised by the State authorities on the occasion was 


very poorly attended. 


The agitation boycotting the Praja Parishad was 
started on the 18th August, 1947. About 500 Satyagrahis 
took part in the picketing of excise shops, courts etc. 
Though the agitation continued for 20 days the State 
Authorities. did not take any action. So the Prajamandal 
gave an ultimatum to the Authorities to the effect that 
unless the demands o7 the’ Prajamandal were fulfilled by 
the 15th September 1947, Prajamandal would launch a 
vigorous agitation for achievement of its goal. 


The Ruling Chief wanted a peaceful settlement of 
the political agitation. So he sent his Chfef ‘Revenue 
Officer to contact the leaders of Prajamandal for a set- 


tlement. After negotiation it was decided that Prajamandal 


would submit a list of members for the Praja Sabha and 
the Central Parishad and the Maharaja would accept it. 
An Interim Government was to be set up until members 
to Praja Sabha and Central Parishad were elected. The 
Ruling Chief of Mayurbhanj accepted the proposal of the 
Prajamandal.- A ministry of 3 members was formed on 10th 


December, 1947 with late Sarat Chandra Das as the Chief 
Minister. 


On the 15th December 1947 all Feudatory States 
of Orissa except Mayurbhanj were merged in the State 


of Orissa. But Mayurbhanj continued as a separate admi- 
nistrative unit. 


First Session of the new Mayurbhanj Byabastha 
Parishad was held and a bill abolishing the Sardar system 
was passed in 1948. 


A new party under the name, Bhanjabasi, was 
formed. The Mayurbhanj Prajamandal was designated: as 
Mayurbhanj State Congress Committee in accordance with 
the directions of the A.1.C.C. 


Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghose, representative of 
A.I.C.C., visited Baripada and discussed with members 
of the Working Committee of the Mayurbhanj Congress 
Committee about its amalgamation. with Utkal Provincial 
Congress Committee. The Mayurbhanj State Congress how- 
Bateented to remain independent so long as the Mayur- 
ue administration worked as separate administrative 
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PRAJAMANDAL MOVEME 


Sri Debi Prasad Mishra 


Talcher is a sub-divisional headquarters in the 
Dhenkanal district of Orissa. It lies on the bank of 
Brahmani which takes a curve here. It has been connected 
by a train line since 1923 and the Cuttack-Sambalpur road 
goes by its side. Talcher was the headquarters of Talcher 
state till its merger on ist January 1948. 


The Talcher state had experienced a good number 
of popular risings in different periods against the mal- 
administration of the then Rajas. Though the risings were 
not strong enough, yet these added fuel to the future 
Praja Mandal Movement. 


Orissa had as many 26 Garjat states. In most of 
the states, the people were in a miserable condition. 
The Garjat Chiefs were in most cases all despotic rulers. 
The people were subjected to arbitrary assessments like 
Bethi, Begar, Magan, Rasad etc, and were made to pay 
heavy regular and irregular taxes. The poor generally 
grumbled to pay and this sometimes took the shape of 
rising against the oppressive rulers. In the last part 
of 19th century and first part of 20th century similar 
risings were seen in Talcher: Deep resentment against 
the arbitrary rule of the ruler was expressed, which 
was put down with ruthless severity with the help of 
British police. : 


The first discontent’ was visible among the people 
of Talcher in the year 1898 when a Magan of five annas 
per rupee was collected from the people for the marriage 
ceremony of the Jubaraj Kishore Chandra. But the revolt 
was suppressed. There was rising in 1911-12 and in 
1922, but those were also ruthlessly suppressed. In 
1930-32, similar rising was seen against exira taxes and 
Bethi. Even in 1936-37, the labourers of the mining area 
fought against the tyranny of the king. 


The farmers, labourers, students, middle-class 
and service holders were eager to get rid of the monar- 
chical Government inside the state. The Orissa States 
People's Conference in 1937 paved the ground for the 
formation of political associations in the state. The 
Congress ministry in Orissa also inspired the people in 
the feudatory states to form the same- Accordingly an 
open meeting was convened by leaders of Talcher on 6th 
September, 1938 at Kosala in Angul which was a British 
territory. The Praja Mandal was formed with Sri Pabitra 
Mohan Pradhan as President. Sri  Balaram Mohapatra, 
Dasarathi Pani, Maguni Pradhan, Gouri Sankar Pradhan, 
Krutibas ‘Rath, Chandra Sekhar Das etc were the prominent 
members of the Praja Mandal. Sri H.K.Mahtab was its 
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Political Adviser. About 6,000 people's representatives 
had attended the meeting. On 16th September , another 
Mammoth gathering of about 40,000 people was held at 
the same venue where the Proceedings of the first meeting 
was accepted. With loud cheers the people returned to 
Talcher and decided to carry on a ceaseless fight for 
the fulfilment of their demands. 
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Mass Exodus: 


By November 


of Talcher left the state and took shelter in several 
camps in the adjoining British territory of Angul. The 
refugees from fifty villages had settled in more than six 
camps including Kosala, Kamasala, Natada, Changudia, 
Santarabandha and Paniola etc. Kosala was the centre of 
all the camps. Such an unprecedented exodus (Hizrat) 
of people drew the attention of Gandhiji as well as many 
Congress leaders and philanthropistsn in the country. 


The refugees had to live in the camps for more 
than eight months with much hardship in winter and 
summer. They were determined not to return to their 
homes unless their demands were fulfilled. Consequently 
this drew the attention of the leading politicians of India 
and United Kingdom. In January, A.V. Thakar Bapa, Prof. 
N.G. Ranga, Rev. C.F.Andrews and others. visited the 
camps. Gandhiji was very much moved to hear ‘about the 
sufferings of these refugees and appealed to philanthropic 
institutions and relief societies to give help to the 
people, through his journal, 'Harijan'. Miss Agatha 
Harrison, Secretary of the Indian Conciliation group in 
London and C.F.Andrews, the noted philanthropist, who 
had himself visited the camps) brought this incident to 
the notice of the British authorities in New Delhi, and 
gave it publicity outside India. The Congress Ministry 
in Orissa gave much attention to this unprecedented 
migration. As an Adviser, Gandhiji had published many 
statements about the Talcher agitation. He had appointed 
Sri Thakkar Bapa to look after the refugees. H.K.Mahtab 
was his political representative. All incidents of hara- 
ssment or any negotiation made by the Chief of Talcher 
or political department was being published in his 
"Harijan'. 


After many attempts at negotiations, the ruler of 
Talcher finally agreed to give some concessions to the 
people and on: 21st March 1939, an agreement was made 
between the Assistant Political Agent and H.K.Mahtab. 
This is popularly known as Henry-Mahtab Pact. But the 
Chief played mischief and made it an open declaration 
before the refugees finally approved. So the refugees 
refused to return. Gandhiji brought it to the notice of 
Lord Linlithgow who presurised the ruler politically. 
On 23rd June, some important concessions were granted 
to the people by the king. At the end of June, the 
people returned to their villages, but the movement did 
not calm down. ° 


The second world war broke out in September 1939. 
The hands of the ruler were strengthened by D.I.R. The 
repressive measures of Talcher Durbar grew vehement 
in its attempts to quell the popular agitation. Meetings 
and pgoecessions were forbidden. Leaders were arrested 
‘under D.I.R. But the work of Praja Mandal continued with 
new leaders. Some of them absconded and helped in 
‘disguise. Many more young men and energetic leaders came 


out to carry on the agitation. 


The people of the state of Talcher were deeply 
influenced by the memorable "Quit India Resolution' in 
August 1942. Pabitra Mohan Pradhan, the most prominent 
leader, escaped from jail on 31st August 1942 and went 
under-ground. He then skilfully organised the movement 
of Praja Mandal in the state. On 2nd September 1942, 
a meeting of Praja Mandal was held at Paniola of Angul. 
Tt was declared that the People would fight openly 
against the tyrannical rule of the Talcher Chief, 


The  Talcher Praja Mandal defied the Durbar 
Government and a Parallel Government was established. 
The people made heroic attempt to snatch away the 
control of Talcher from the hands of the Chief. On 6th 
September 1942, about eight thousand People with their 
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again got together in thousands with a view to wresting | 
power from the Chief by force. On 143th December 1947, © 
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel came to Cuttack. After a long 
discussion the rulers, who at first hesitated, ultimately 
gave their consent to the merger plan in December 1947. 
The integration of the states with Orissa was effected 
on 1st January 1948. 


Thus the Praja Mandal of the little state of 
Talcher took a leading role in the struggle for freedom, 
and created an unprecedented situation like mass exodus 
of 1938 and the huge popular rising of 1942 requiring 
aerial bombing for its suppression which attracted the 
attention of the leaders of India. 
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ORISSA: 1980-88 


The installed capacity of power in Orissa which 
stood at 914 MW in 1979-80 has gone up to 1394 MW in 
1987-88. This will further rise to 1858.5 MW in 1990. 
A Super Thermal Power Station of 3000 MW is being set 
up at Talcher under the central sector. With the encou- 
ragement of the state government, Captive Power Plants 
are being set up in major Industrial units. At present , 
such plants have been set up NALCO, the Rourkela Steel 
Plant and IMFA. The state government is making all eff- 
orts to cope with the increasing demand of power conse— 
quent upon a phenomenal growth of industries during the 
last eight years. 


FREEDOM STRUGGLE 
IN SAMBALPUR DISTRICT 


The district of Sambalpur had a great role in the 
Indian Mutiny of 1857 which was a popular rising against 
the British Raj in the district. Surendra Sai, a scion 
of the Chauhan ruling family of Sambalpur, was the 
veteran leader of the movement. He with his brothers 
Ujjal Sai, Chhabila Sai, Dhruba Sai and Medhnu Sai chi- 
valrously fought against the British with the help of 
the tribal people-Gonds and the Binjhals-who excelled 
in the technique of jungle warfare. Notable among the 
tribal chiefs, who helped Surendara Sai, were Hati Singh 
the Binjhal Zamindar of Ghens and his brother Kunjal 
Singh; Kamal Singh, Nilambar Singh and Khageswar Singh, 
the 3 sons of the Gond Zamindar of !akhanpur; the Gond 
Zamindars of Bheren and Kodabaga and Karnahara Naik, 
the Gountia of Kolabira, Ujjal Sai, the: brother of Sure- 
ndra Sai was captured in the kingdom of Patna in April 
1858 and was hanged without any trial by order of Col. 
Forster. Chhabila Sai, another brother of Surendra Sai 
died fighting in the battle of Kudopali in December that 
year. Medhnu Sai died as a Prisoner in the fort of Asir- 
garh where Surendya Sai Himself also died a martyr's 
death on the 28th February, 1884. Hati Singh, the Zamin- 
dar of Ghens was transported for life in 1864 and died 
in the Jail. His son was captured and hanged. The 
Zamindar of Bheren died in the battle and Karnahar Naik 
was captured and hanged in 1860. The rebellion in 
Sambalpur was suppressed ruthlessly. Although the Mutin 
in India collapsed in 1858, fighting in Saibalpur cont ihed 
upto 1862 and this was the last district in 
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1901 when people met him in large number and submitted 
memorial to restore Oriya language and to transfer the 
district of Sambalpur to Orissa. Mr. Madhusudan Das 
represented before the Viceroy in support of the Memorial 
of the people of Sambalpur. Sir Andrew Fraser appreciated 
the cause of the popular move...ent of Sambalpur and 
recommended that owing to the ethnical and linguistic 
difforences between Sambalpur and other districts of 
Central provinces, the Chief Commissioner be relieved 
of the district altogether. Oriya was restored as the 
official language of Sambalpur in 1903. and subsequently 
in October, 1905 the bulk of the district was transferred 
to Orissa and remained part of the province of Bengal 
until 1st April, 1912 when the province of Bihar and 
Orissa was constituted. 


Sambalpur took active part ‘in the National move- 
ment of India since 1919. Sri Chandra Sekhar Behera was 
then leader of the movement in the district. He presided 
over the meeting of the Utkal Union Conference at Puri 
in 1919 and inspired its members to transform their 
parochial ideology into all India spirit of nationalism. 
He pursuaded that the Utkal Union Conference be merged 
with the Indian National Congress. In 1920 during the 
Chakradharpur session of the Conference, Chandrasekhar 
put forward the resolution for accepting the spirit and 
ideology of Indian National Congress which was approved 
by the Conference. It -was from that time onwards that 
Sambalpur actively joined the National movement of India 
and the people flocked under the banners of Indian 
National Congress with remarkable enthusiasm. In 1921 
non-co-operation movement was launched throughout the 
district and in towns like Sambalpur, Bargarh and Jhar- 
suguda, «a the movement assumed a vigorous form. On 
2nd January, 1921 ‘students of the Zilla School left their 
classes and attended a big public meeting which was held 
at the foot of the Budharaja hill. On the 3rd January 
only a few students went to the school and majority of 
them abstained from their classes. A Hartal was organised 
that day in the town of Sambalpur. The students agitation 
at Sambalpur inspired not only the students of other parts 
of Orissa but also those of Bengal who took part in the 
agitation. This news was then published in all the leading 
dailies of India. Notable student leaders of the time were 
Sarbasri Lakshmi Narayan Mishra, Chandrasekhar Pani- 
grahi, Arun Das, Mohammad Hussain, Abdul Majid, Beni- 
madhab Supakar, Jagannath Mishra, Gouri Sankar Sahani 
and Nrusingha Guru, many of whom became reputed 
workers in the national movement of the district in later 


life. 


The leaders who inspired people in general and 
students in particular were Shri Chandrasekhar Behera, 
Dasarathi Mishra, Mahendra Nath Burma, Seth Ladabhai 
Thoria, Seth Ratansingh Hansraj, Seth Rampratapjee, 
Ramkrushna Behera, Baikuntha Behera, Pandit Anandram 


eS 


Sukla and others. Shri Dayanidhi Gountia of Phuljhar was 
arranging material help for the students and political 
workers. : 


In 1921 the National High School was established 
and was housed in the building of the Fraser Club at 
Sambalpur. Pandit Nilakantha Das who was then a Profe- 
ssor in Calcutta University came to Sambalpur to accept 
the post of Headmaster of the National High School. Sri 
Bhagirathi Mishra, a student of Calcutta University, 
discontinued his studies and joined the National High 
School to work as a teacher. Many other students disco- 
ntinued studies to work in this School, notable among 
whom were Ganesh Prasad Padhi and Chakradhar Panda 
who were: reading Engineering at Patna. Teachers of the 
School were Pandit Nilakantha Das, the Headmaster and 
Sarbasri Bhagirathi Misra, Ambika Madhab Prasad Patt- 
naik, Seokumar Sastri, Ganesh Frasad Padhi, Chandra- 
sekhar. Misra, Bishnu Prasad Singh, Sankar Prasad Padhi, 
Anantaram Behera, Bhagaban Prasad and Parsuram Sahani. 
Majority of them worked in honorary capacity and only 
a few of them were getting nominal pay. As many as 200 
students took admission into the School and received 
general education along with craft training. Spinning and 
weaving, carpentry and blacksmithy were included in the 
curriculum and there was provision for Hindi teaching. 
Shri Achyutananda Purohit, a member of the Sambalpur 
Bar was teaching English lessons for two hours daily. 
A monthly paper was also being issued under the Editor- 
ship of Shri Chandra Sekhar Misra. Both teachers and 
students of the National High School were spreadin 
messages of Indian National Congress in the rural neal 
of the district. During the Non-co-operation movement 
of 1921 they took active part and the m a 
launched at Bargarh, Jharsuguda, Tal i ASE gpe'd 
several other places It was in’ ese one and 

s : course of the movement 
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joined the Indian National Congress and suffered impri- 
sonment for several months. 


There was fresh agitation at Sambalpur at the 
beginning of 1927. On 17th February, 1927 Congress flags 
were hoisted on the old palace of the Raja of Sambalpur 
as well as on Gopalji math and mass meetings were 
organised at several places .of the district. Mahatma 
Gandhi visited Sambalpur on 23rd December, 1928. He 
was welcomed by all sections of people and a mass 
meeting was organised jointly by the Municipality and 
the District Board of Sambalpur. The women of Sambalpur 
organised a separate meeting to receive Mahatma Gandhi. 
Srimati Krishna Devi who came on that occasion, visited 
Bargarh where women of that sub-division recéived her 
in a large public meeting. A two storied’ building offered 
by Sri Fakir Charan Behera of Barearh was opened as 
Congress office by Smt. Krishna Devi. 


During the Salt Satyagraha movement of 1930 
Sambalpur played an important part. A Satyagraha Commi- 
ttee was organised under the Chairmanship of Sri Ghana- 
shyam Panigrahi, Sri Dayananda Satpathi and Sri Harihar 
Behera were the joint Secretaries of the Committee. Four 
batches of Satyagrahis were sent by the Committee to 
defy the British laws and to prepare contraband salt 
at different places of the coastal districts of Orissa. 
The first batch consisted of Sarbasri ‘Sudhansu Sekhar 
Gupta, Durgaprasad Guru, Ram Prasad Sahu and others; 
in the 2nd batch the notable satyagrahis were Sri Daya- 
nanda Satpathi, Sri Prem Sankar Patnaik and a student 
leader. In the 3rd batch there were notable congress 
workers like Mahabir Singh and Sri Shivdeo Maharaj, 
while the 4th batch consisted of Pandit Ghanashyam Pani- 
grahi and eight other Satyagrahi workers. All these 
Satyagrahis and volunteers suffered ill treatment of the 
police and several of them like Shri Sudhanshu Sekhar 
Gupta, Mahavir Singh, Dayananda Satpathy and Sri 
Lakshman Guru courted imprisonment. Towards the end 
of the Salt Satyagraha movement a few other Satyagrahis 
like Sri Durga Prasad Guru, Bhagirathi Pattnaik and Sri 
Binayak Padhi were taken into custody by the police. 
They were subsequently released. The rest of the Satya- 
grahis were set free after the Gandhi-Irwin pact of 1931. 
it was by that time that a Congress Ashram was opened 
at Bargarh where large number of workers from different 
parts of the district resided and undertook training in 
Khadi, spinning and other constructive works. In 1932 
Satyagraha movement was launched again. The towns of 
Sambalpur and Bargarh became the hot beds of the 
national agitation. In Bargarh the British Government had 
to take resort to lathi charge and firing. Large number 
of people were arrested and fined and the situation was 
brought under control by repressive measures. Besides 
Bargarh and Sambalpur people of many other places 
joined the Satyagraha movement with great enthusiasm. 


In Bargarh Sub-division national rising took vigorous form 
at Barpali, Remanda, Panimora, Samalaipadar and Bheu- 
nria. Several ladies also joined the movement and got 
arrested without hesitation. Yambobati Devi wife of Sri 
Bhagirathi Patnaik burnt some bundles of foreign cloth 
in the bazar of Barpali for which she suffered impri- 
sonment for six months. Civil-disobedience movement 
continued in more or less vigorous form till April, 1934. 
On the 5th May. 1934 Mahatma Gandhi visited Sambalpur 
for the 2nd time for Harijan works. Sri Janardan Supakar 
donated a house for the Harijans in honour of the visit 


of Mahatma Gandhi and that was converted into Harijan 
Hostel. 


Orissa became a separate State on 1st April, 1936 
and the Congress Ministry was formed in July 1937, Sri 
Bodhram Dubey a notable Congress leader of Sambalpur 
became one of the three ministers. The Ministry however 
resigned in December 1939, on the issue of imperialist 
- war. In 1940 Individual Satyagraha Movement was organised 

throughout Orissa. Sri  Bodhram Dubey inaugurated this 
movement in Sambalpur and was arrested by the police. 
This Individual Satyagraha however could not produce 


the desired result, and the Congress High Command called 
it off in December, 1941. 


The district did not lag behind in August Revo- 
lution of 1942 and there was widespread unrest against 
the British not only in big towns like Sambalpur, Bar- 
garh, Jharsuguda but also in remote villages, Pandit 


Bombay to attend 
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outside the jail to keep the embers burning. The fear 
of Japanese invasion of India through Orissa gave rise 
to many vague rumours and that was utilised by the 
Government to divert attention of the “people from Civil 
disobedience and mass agitation. The political prisoners 
of the district were, however, released during 1943-44. 


The ex-States of Bamra and Rairakhol formed a 
part of the district after their merger on 1st June, 1948. 
From the beginning of this century there were political 
movements in these States against arbitrary rule of the 
Durbar. In the ex-State of Bamra there were frequent 
mass risings against increase of land revenue. There were 
five such risings against the Durbar during the period 
from 1900 to 1928. The leaders of the risings were Hara 
Pradhan, Bhagabati Pradhan, Jagannath Garnaik, Daitari 
Hota and Bhagaban Patel. They were all sentenced to 
various terms of imprisonment and suffered torture in 
the jail. The rising in 1928 was occasioned by Meefar 
Settlement which increased the land rent to an intolerable 
extent. AS many as four’ thousand people marched to 
Sambalpur to place their grievances befere the Political 
Agent but no remission and relief were given to them. 
In consequence of this,a No-rent campaign was organised 
in which many of the Gountias took part. Six Gountias 
were arrested and put in prison and four of the Gountias 
were deprived of Gounti rights. Dayananda Satpathy, a 
popular leader of the movement, and many other workers 
were sent to jail. The movement was brought under con- 
trol by repressive measures. 


Fresh rising took place in 1937-38 when leaders 
like Kandarpa Pradhan, Krishna Pradhan and many others 
led the people and demanded from the Durbar the funda- 
mental rights of citizenship. The rising was suppressed 
and the leaders imprisoned for about 3 years. 


Prajamandal Party was organised in both the ex- 
States of Bamra and Rairakhol in 1946 and vigorous agita- 
tion was made against the rule of the Feudatory Chiefs. 
After Independence of India in 1947, the Prajamandal move- 
ment became very strong and there was mass rising aga- 
inst Durbar administration. Popular movement came to 
an end only after merger of the States on ist January, 


1948. 


FREEDOM STRUGGLE 
IN GANJAM DISTRICT 


1921 Freedom struggle in the district of Ganjam 
was started in January 1921 along with other districts 
of Orissa. Niranjan Patnaik was entrusted with organisation 
of Congress’ activities in Ganjam. A District Congress 
Committee was formed with Sribatsa Panda as President 
after he resigned his office of Sub-Registrar and Biswa- 
nath Das (then an M.L.C.), Sarat Chandra Mahapatra,- 
Dibakar Patnaik, Mahendra Kumar Patnaik, Banchhanidhi 
Patnaik, Jaymangal Rath, as members. Niranjan Patnaik 


divoted himself to the work of Khadi organisation in the 
district. 


The first two students in India who gave up 
Studies to join National movement belonged to Ganjam. 


anigrahi of 


Sarat Chandra Mahapatra, 
Baikuntha Naik. 
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picketing at Annual 
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like V.V.Giri, Bar 


lingam, Someya Rao, Karada 


Banchhanidhi Patnaik 
Lakshmi Bai, Radhakant Brundaban Panda 


Das, Patela Shyamsundar, and Shyamsundar Sahu etc. They 
were arrested and sentenced to R.I. and imprisoned in 
Cadalore Jail. 


1923-28 The Congress activities during these years 
were mostly confined to organisational and constructive 
work as a preparation for the next phase of the move- 
ment. Mass contact in the interiors, spread of Khadi and 
Charkha among the villagers, enrolment of members and 
volunteers and organisation of village Panchayats for 
boycotting Courts, picketing of foreign-cloth and Excise 
shops went on but not with initial vigour. 


In 1924 a number of Congress volunteers from 
Ganjam were arrested in connection with Flag Satyagraha 
at Nagpur. Visit of Mahatma Gandhi in December 1927 
created unprecedented enthusiasm among the ‘people. He 
visited Berhampur, Aska, Bhanjanagar and also such inte- 
rior places as Gobra and addressed huge meetings at every 
place he visited. People eagerly responded to the call 
of Mahatma Gandhi for use of Khaddar, boycotting fore- 
ign-cloth and goods and _ coming forward to help the 
country in the struggle for political emancipation. 


Niranjan Patnaik started a daily news bulletin 
called ‘Gandhi Samachar' on the occasion of the visit 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Its huge and ready sale provided 
incentive to Sashibhusan Rath to convert the. weekly Asha 
into a daily newspaper. Thus the first daily newspaper 
of Orissa under the name 'Dainika Asha' made its appe- 
arance as an after-effect of Gandhiji's visit and it was 
followed by a daily English paper, 'New Orissa' under 
the same editorship. 


1930 Ganjam had its due share in the Salt Camp- 
aign in Orissa in 1930. A camp was established under 
the leadership of Biswanath Das, Dibakar Patnaik and 
others at Ganjam and contraband Salt was manufactured. 
But the police did not interfere and so none of the volu- 
nteers were arrested. This apathy on the part of the 
Government authorities was disappointing to the volunteers 
who were eager to be arrested. So ‘notice was given for 
raiding the Salt factory at Huma. On receipt of this notice 
by the Collector, Ganjam, a number of volunteers were 
arrested. 


A batch of volunteers from Koraput under the 
leadership of Radhakrushna Biswasroy joined Ganjam 
volunteers for manufacture of contraband Salt. R.K.Bis- 
wasroy, Dibakar Patnaik and Narasingh Sahu were arrested 
under Agency Act and kept confined first in Vizag Jail 
and subsequently they were transferred to the Rajmahendri 


jail. 


1932 Individual Satyagraha was started in the 
year 1932. Biswanath Das, Lakshmi Bai, Dibakar Patnaik, 


Gourisankar Samant, Banamali Maharana , Ananda Das , 
Govinda Pradhan, Kasi Patra, Vira Raju and his wife, 
Harihara Patnaik, Dinabandhu Panda, Dinabandhu Tiari, 
Jagannath Misra, Jadanand Behera, Srikaran Patnaik, 
Narayan Behera, Hadibandhu Khadanga. Jaykrushna Misra, 
Raghunath Padhi, Khitisha Mahapatra and Sashibhusan 
Misra took part in Satyagraha and were arrested. 


On one occasion police lathi-charged a_ political 
Procession at Badabazar. When the situation could not 
be controlled inspite of lathi charge firing was resorted 
to resulting in the death of an onlooker named Sama Babu. 


Three training camps 
Shergarh and. Berhampur for 
Proposed Puri Session of the 


Training Camps did Picketing and Propaganda and many 
were arrested, 
1933-36 The 


Congress activities co 
routine way. Only thing worth 
was the Election Campaign 
December 1936. Vi 
Volunteers in favo 


ntinued in the 
-mentioning during the period 
in the months of October to 
gorous propaganda was made by Congress 
ur of Congress Candidates, 


1937-41 Election results 
Biswanath Das, Di 


Naik and Lakshmi 
the district were g 


uary 1937, 
Govinda Pradhan, 


the Province, headed the Congress minis 
formed on the 19th July 1937, In the mo 
1938, no-tax Campaign 

Khallikote, 


er States of 
; san mo i 

distict was growing stronger, Krushaka Senge Fae 
in villages. In January 1949 cus 


for start; 
y Mahatmaji, ace hae 


important event o 


Ccurred quri 

Cketing., Aj) importan Ng August 

t 
of the district had been arrested by cpneress leaders 
and removed to Jail. So there was nore 1Sth August 
guidance. In September Rese to give able 
rve Forest in 
isting Forest Laws 


iquor shops. 


Thréé spans of telegraph wire on the main road near Aska 
wéré cut. In November there was lathi-charge on the 
political prisoners in Berhampur jail. Some thatched 
Government buildings in the Agency area were burnt. By 
December the situation was normal. 


After 1942 Congress activities in the district were 
confined to constructive works. No other important event 
took place till the 15th August 1947 when India became 


Independent. 


INDIA : 1989 


A new era has emerged in the political history 
of India with the passing of the historic Sixtysecond 
Constitution Amendment Bill in both the Houses of Parlia- 
ment in their 1988 Winter sessions. This Bill embodies 
sweeping electoral reforms, the most significant being 
the lowering of voting age from twentyone to eighteen. 
This will enable about five crores of young people in 
India to actively participate in the political process and 
to reflect,in India's political life, the hopes and aspira- 
tions of the Twentyfirst Century. 


After a pretty long gap of thirtyfour years, the 
Prime Minister of India visited China in December 1988. 
In keeping with the Gandhian ideology of non-violence 
and Nehru's vision of peaceful co-existence, Prime 
Minister Sri Rajiv Gandhi, whose many peace initiatives 
in International politics are acclaimed as momentous, has 
taken yet another bold initiative to renew and strengthen 
friendship 5 based on the noble principles of Panchsheel, 
between the two largest countries of the world. For the 
first time after 1962, the nagging border problem between’ 

o countries has been sought to be sorted out thro- 
ae ef, ussions and negotiations. Another historic turn 
BaM ie foreign relations is in the offing with the 
in India prime Ministen, Rasly ) Gandhi sai Pakistan's 
Be eantstat Ms. Benazir Bhutto in the last week of 
rime 


December 1 988. 


SRI R.VENKATARAMAN, PRESIDENT OF INDIA 
VISITS ORISSA : 2 4 JANUARY 1989. 


President Sri R.Venkataraman being received 
eat the Bhubaneswar airport by the Chief 
Minister Sri J.B.Patnaik on 2nd January 1989. 
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Oath-taking of Governor Sri S.Nurul Hassan on 20.11.88. 


Farewell to Sri B.N.Pande by Chief Minister Sri 
_J.B.Patnaik and other Ministers on 19.11.88. 
{ f Be q ¢ fran > 


of State for Tourism 


Union Minister 
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and Civi 26.11.88 at Bhubaneswar. Also seen 
Minister, on inister of State, Tourism. & Culture, 
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Orissa. 


by Sri Giridhari Gomango, Union Minister of State 
for Communications on 29.11.88. Also seen is Sri 


Bhupinder Singh, Orissa's Minister of State for 
1.& P.R and Irrigation. 
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FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN PURI’ DISTRICT 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das was the founder of Utkal 

in Orissa. He belonged to Puri district, 

Condi the Puri District Congress Committee, 
pene s busy with organisation of Orissa 
wee Saas little time to organisation of 
ne ead Congress Committee; so he left this wo 
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istrict of Puri in 1921, Satyabadi School was converted 
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the village folk with unprecedented enthusiasm for Nat- 

ional Work, and consequently , Congress Call for national 
struggle met with ready response, 
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freedom struggle in Orissa in keeping up the morale of 
the workers and sirongly protesting against -the excesses 
committed by officials and the Police for which it fell 
victim to official wrath many a time. 


With inauguration of non-co-operation movement 
in the Puri district in 1921 picketing of excise and 
foreign-cloth shops was carried on with full vigour by 
Congress volunteers. An Ashram was established at Bolgarh 
for training volunteers and teaching spinning and weaving 
of Khaddar. Police seized the Bolgarh Congress Ashram. 
in August 1922. Constructive work, like organisation of 
village Panchayats, spread of Khaddar etc were taken 
up by the District Congress Committee. 


The initial enthusiasm of the people gradually 
cooled down. District Congress Committee devoted itself 
to constructive works in villages for preparation of the 
field for the next phase of work. 


1930-38; Mass Civil Disobedience Movement in 
the form of violation of salt laws was started in Orissa 
in April, 1930. Salt campaign in the Puri district was 
started in May under the leadership of Pandit Nilakantha 
Das, and salt was manufactured at Kuhudi Astarang, 
Khandasahi and Mandanki in Kakatpur P.S. Pandit Nila- 
kantha Das was arrested along with other workers and 
sentenced to imprisonment for six months. 


A Yuvak Sangha was formed at Bolgarh for recru- 
iting volunteers and carrying on propaganda for salt 
manufacture and no-rent campaign. Police raided Puri 
Swaraj Ashram in July and confiscated Congress news— 
sheets and bulletins. Picketing of liquor and foreign-cloth 
shops, cutting down of date-palm trees were carried 
on vigorously. Several shop-keepers of Khurda signed 
agreement for not indenting foreign-cloth. Many allowed 
the bales of foreign-clothes in their shops to be sealed 
by. Congress workers. Continuous picketing of liquor and 
foreign-cloth shops by batches of small boys was inten- 
sified in November and December. Village organisation 
work and spread of Khaddar were also carried on along 
with picketing. : 


In February 1931, Puri District Congress Committee 
and all allied institutions were declared illegal. With 
signing of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact and release of Congress 
workers, preparations were made for the next phase of 
the movement, District Congress devoted itself to orga- 
nisational and constructive works for keeping contact with 
the mass. 


Agrarian movement was also rapidly gaining ground. 
With growth of political consciousness, peasants asserted 
their position and demanded their rights. 
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Prajamandals were formed in the ex-feudator y 
States of Nayagarh, Khandpara and Ranpur and popular 
agitation demanding political rights and abolition of 
illegal taxes was started. The Chiefs of those States tried 
to suppress the movement by arresting the leaders and 
other means of suppression. But the people were deter- 
mined to have their demands fulfilled. : 


1939: While Major Bazelgette, the Political Agent 
was dealing with the situation in Nayagarh where the 
situation was tense due to the people's movement against 
the Raja, he was requested for immediate help by the 
Raja of Ranpur where the situation had grown very tense 
on the 5th January due to _ arrest of Prajamandal 
leaders. 


The Political Agent at once came to Ranpur with 
a small police force. While he was in discussion with 
the Raja about the situation, a rumour that the police 
force accompanying the Political Agent had shot down 
two people spread the people ‘assembled and they dema- 
nded release of their leaders. The people were extremely 
agitated. When the Political Agent came out of the palace 
to discuss with the people, he was attacked. Major Bezel- 
gette fired a shot from his revolver killing a person. 
Therefore the people fell on him and beat him to death. 
Then started a reign of terror in the State and many 
people left their home out of panic. 


1940: District Committee was converted into Satya- 
graha Committee and a centre for training Satyagrahis 
was started. Anti-War ,propaganda was carried on vigo- 
rously in the district. Individual Satyagraha movement 
was started in December 1940. Sri Lokanath Misra of Puri 
offered Satyagraha in the first batch. 


1941: Industrial Satyagraha movement and constru- 
ctive works in villages were carried on by District 
Congress Committee. The fourth District Conference was 
held in September under the presidentship of Sri N.K. 
Chaudhury. There was some change in the organisation 
of the Puri District Congress Committee. The old veterans, 
like Pandit Nilakanth Das, Pandit Godavaris Misra, Sri 
Jagannath Rath and others were replaced by a batch of 
young men headed by Banamani Patnaik, Jaya Krushna 
Mohanty, Fakir Charan Misra, Govind Tripathy , Upendra 
Mohanty and others. These young men came 1n contact 
with Sri Sachindra Guha, a member of Revolutionary party 
of Bengal who was at that time a political internee at 
Puri. He inspired the young people for bold action in 
the struggle for freedom. Mangu Math = in Puri was the 
place of meeting of these young people. They also 
received inspiration from Fakir Charan Panda, a strong 
National worker who was then residing in the®Math. Later 
on, Padma Charan Samanta Singhar, Bhagaban Pratihari, 
Gobinda Gochhikar, Krushna Chandra Rath and others 


joined the young batch, 


1942: When leaders of the 


Puri "DsG.e: were 
arrested and sent to jail in August , 


the above named 


3 only some tele- 
baneswar Railway Station, 


meeting was held at 
Nimapara and the Nimapara Police i 


Consequence of which 


There was no other major 
September. 


mandal. To suppress the movement , Sridhar Das, Lak- 
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Opened 
quence oF hich one person 
was killed and a number o Persons Were 
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2 to h 
Congress activities were confined to Ustia} August 1947 
and constructive work 


“5 ©xcepting the Far 
in March-April 1946, sia yee 
ORISSA: 4 980-88 

Orissa has introduceq Disabil; ensi 
from 2nd October 1984. The benefit be ae rename 
to more than ten thousand totally b horendea 
cally handicapped destitutes, Fitment Cc in ePSedi 
district headquarters hospitals hay estapnre = 
a lisheg 


gn eee 


NEHRU AND HUMAN RIGHTS 


Hon'ble Shri H.L.Agrawal 
Chief Justice 
Orissa High Court 


The concept of Human Rights is the result of man's 
humanity to man. The maxim of law: There is no right 
without a remedy. The maxim of history has been - 
"There is no right without a wrong". The story of Human 
Rights is thus the story of human wrongs. The history 
of mankind is an unceasing tale of how men have perpe- 
trated atrocities upon their fellow men, brought untold 
miseries upon them and made the sun of ‘life seem to them 
irrecoverably dark amidst the blaze of noon. Edward 
Gibbon truly called history "a register of the crimes, 
follies and misfortunes of mankind." 


God created the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the air, the reptiles that creep and the fish that 
swim and lastly he created man. And man in his turn 
created other men. God divided the light from the dark- 
ness and the waters from the land. And man divided his 
fellow men into those who possessed rights and those 
who were considered to possess’ none. 


So far as our country is concerned, the dignity 
of man and importance of human behaviour was recognised 
thousands of years before. The code of conduct was codi- 
fied before the civilization had dawned on the west. Our 
scriptures not only proclaimed "Sarbe Bhawantu Sukhina, 
Sarbe Santu Niramaya", the various religious preceptors, 
even much later, such as Mahavir and Gautam Buddha, 
propagated the fundamental truth and basic human values 
which are universal in appeal. 


Before World ,War II, democracy in Europe was 
showing signs of decay. Totalitarianism was becoming 
popular and the totalitarian ideology: threatened to spread 
to democratic countries. In order to face this threat, 
in January, 1941, President Roosevelt of America, while 
addressing the United States Congress declared that 
democracy guaranteed four freedoms to the individual 
citizen. Those freedoms were: 


(1) Freedom of speech and expression, 


(2) Freedom of every person to worship God in 
his own way. - 


(3) Freedom from want, and 


(4)Freedom .from fear. 


This idea of the four freedoms became subsequently 
the foundation of the United National Organisation. 


The second World War and the nuclear bombardment 
on Hirosima, however, made the world feel that it was 
very essential to protect the mankind from destruction 
and in order to bind down the different countries and 
nations, on 10th December 1948, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights was made and adopted ‘by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations which was set up in the 
year 1945. The object of this institution is to bring about 
amity between different nations to secure peace in the 
world and create better living conditions for man. 


But much before that, 
Fundamental Rights had been ado 
sion of the Indian National Congress presided over by 
Sardar Vallavbhai Patel in December, 1931. This draft 
had been prepared by Jawaharlal Nehru. The Constituent 
Assembly had set up a committee on Fundamental Rights 
with Sardar Patel as Chairman. The Union Powers Commi- 
ttee had Jawaharlal Nehru as Chairman. As rights are 
fetters on the authority of the State, the two committees 
held several joint meetin III of the Consti- 
tution was drafted. there was no thought of 
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equality, freedom, property and to constitutional reme- 
dies, freedom of religion and cultural and educational 
rights. It is a constitution which because it guarantees 
the rule of law, with all that implies, is a truly demo- 
cratic document." 


The Universal Declaration merely laid down certain 
general principles having moral force and setting the 
standards for achievement of human rights. It did not 
have the force of law and it was more in the nature of 
a binding moral commitment, a yardstick of international 
standards and a path-finding instrument. The preamble 
of the Declaration stated that the member-countries had 
pledged themselves to achieve the promotion of universal 
respect for and observance of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms and the Declaration was proclaimed "as 
a common. standard of achievement for, all peoples and 
all nations, to the end that every individual and every 
organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in 
mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote 
respects for these rights and freedoms and by progressive 
measures, national and international, to secure their 
universal and effective recognition and observance." 


The Declaration represented the first endeavour 
of the United Nations to elaborate upon the normative 
ramifications of the cconcept of human rights. Though in 
some of its Articles it dealt with social and economic 
rights, its greatest emphasis was on the civil and poli- 
tical rights. Of the thirty Articles of the Declaration, 
only seven dealt with economic and social rights and 
curiously © enough, it made no reference to the right of 
self-determination, a principle which the developing 
countries consider crucial for realisation of a range of 
other human rights. 


The Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights is almost an embodiment of Jawaharlal's peroration. 
in the Constituent Assembly. The preamble states that 
"Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human family 
is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the 
world", "It is essential to promote the development of 
friendly relations between Nations" and "the advent of 
a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of 
speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has 
been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common 
people." This preamble is almost an echo of the speeches 
of Pandit Nehru .in the Constituent Assembly and else- 


where. 


The General Assembly proclaimed that "The Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights shall be a common 
standard of achievement for all peoples and¥#all Nations 
to .the end that every individual and every organ of 
society shall strive by teaching and education to promote 
respect for these rights and freedom". Though this was 


described as a common standard of achievement, Jawa- 
harlal Nehru implemented it by inserting parts III and 
IV in the Constitution of India. 


A flashback of history will belight how the U.N. 
Charter is the offspring of the peoples' struggle for 
civilized life. It is the living product of the blood, 
toil, tears and sweat of mankind everywhere, not a legal 
parchment drafted by clever diplomats. 


Fundamental rights are not new rights but are a 
man's natural rights which a man inherits on his birth. 
They are his right to live which means his right to earn 
that living, his right to have a shelter of his own which 
means his right to hold property and his right to follow 
his tenet, faith or religion, as the case may be, which 
means his right to offer prayer to his God. Blackstone 
in his celebrated. commentaries on the Laws of England 
propounded his philosophy of natural or absolute rights 
which he reduced to three principal or Primary articles; 
the right of personal security , the right of personal 
liberty and right of private property. 


The founding fathers of the 
in order to instil the Principles of individ i 
4 ual libert 
and all round liberty to the citizens of all Classes ane 
status made adequate Provisions. Let me say a few words 
about the safeguards of human rights i i 
Seite g in the Indian Con- 


Indian Constitution 
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cultural rights as 
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Mahatma Gandhi, the inspirer of 
-ggle, used to say: 


>» mot merely the traditional 
regarded as fundamental. 


the final freedom stru- 


"There is on the 
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and slow death - a Process of deh 
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face of the earth no other country 


» Of Chronic Starvation 
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Jawaharlal Nehru told the Constituent Assembly: 


"The service of Indi 
iret am i 
millions who suffer, It means brecnaine SSN Te 


> That may 


The first task i 
through a new fea ae Seem 


Constitution 


| is to fr : 
» to feed the - fe ea noie 
Starving People, 


and to clothe the naked masses, and to give every Indian 
the fullest opportunity to develop himself according to 
his capacity. 


; If we cannot solve this problem soon, all our 
paper constitutions will become useless and purposeless." 


Article 41 of the Constitution of India runs thus: 


"41. The State shall, within the limits of its 
economic capacity and development, make effective pro- 
vision for securing the right to work, to education and 
to public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, 
sickness and disablement, and in other cases of unde- 
served went." 


There can be no justice without equality before 
the law; so, Article 14 confers the fundamental right 
to equality before the law on all persons. Similarly, 
it would be unjust to punish a man for an act which was 
not punishable when it was done. So Article 20 (1) 
prohibits ex post facto laws. Great social injustice resu- 
lted from treating sections of the Hindu community as 
"untouchables". So Article 17 abolished "untouchability" 
and Article 25 permitted the State to make any law pro- 
viding for the throwing open of public Hindu religious 
temples to "untouchables". Thé thing to note is that the 
provisions of Part III also provide for political and 
social justice. 


So article 19 (1)(e) to (g) conferred all these 
rights. No doubt, each right can be separately enjoyed, 
but collectively they secure an objective far transcending 
the interests of individuals - the unity of India. It is 
needless to multiply examples; it is enough to say that 
Articles 19 (1)(e) to (g) also embodies the social and 
political objectives of a democratic Constitution, and a 
free democratic State, namely, freedom of speech and 
expression, the freedom of association and the freedom 
to assemble peaceably and without arms. 


- Jawaharlal Nehru after Independence became the 
architect of the new Indian Nation. He pursued a policy 
which was intended to further the cause of individual 
rights both according to the Constitution and the Uni- 
versal Declaration. He enunciated the principles of 
Planning and during his period launched three five-year 
plans not only to protect the rights of the individual 
but also to translate into practice the Directive Principles 
which were not only fundamental for the governance of 
the country but also formed the bed-rock of economic 
and social democracy which according to him were the 
foundations of political democracy. A new ‘Nation with 
economic prosperity and scientific advancement emerged 
out of his policy which the Nation utilised in full in 
the period after him and increased the prosperity of 


the Indian people. 


To make the fundamental iights guaranteed under 
the Constitution enforceable, the High Courts and the 
Supreme Court have been given sufficient powers under 
Articles 226 and 32 thereof. And the judicial decisions 
would bear out as to how zealously the Courts have acted 
to safeguard these rights. 


The Supreme Court in the Asiad Workers case has 
interpreted Articles 23 which prohibits every form of 
forced labour and pointed out that force, which would 
the meaning 
of this Article must be construed to include not only 
Physical or legal force but also force arising from the 
compulsion of economic circumstances which leaves no 
choice of alternatives to a person in want and compels 
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CHANGING PROFILE OF 
IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE 


Dr. Baidyanath Misra 


Farmers in different parts of the country are 
agitating to reduce input prices required for agriculture 
and increase the support prices for the goods produced 
by them. Green revolution has changed the character of 
agriculture. New technology requires more expensive inputs 
like fertiliser, pesticides, irrigation water, electricity 
and in some cases tractors, power tillers, pumps etc. 
Most of the cultivators depend upon bank money to pur- 
chase these inputs to increase the productivity of agri- 
culture. Traditional agriculture is less expensive —- most 
of the farmers can manage to apply their own resources 
to produce the output in traditional agriculture without 
credit from financial institutions. But this is not so in 
modern agriculture. However, in modern agriculture output 
per unit of land’ is much greater than in traditional 
agriculture. 


r The first question that agitates our mind is 
Whether there is any possibility of providing subsidies 
for inputs in agriculture. Both the Centre and State 
Governments have been subsidising the price of inputs 
probably for the last 11 to 12 years. And still there 
is a persistent demand for more and more subsidies. Is 
it possible on. the part of the Governments to continue 
subsidies for all time to come ? Further is it desirable 
to provide subsidies to all the farmers who apply new 
technology to increase agricultural production ? Take the 
case of fertiliser subsidy. It has come almost to the 
extent of Rs.3000/- crores Ber year. And who are getting 
the benefit of fertiliser subsidy - small and marginal 
farmers or big farmers ? Most of ‘the studies show that 
the major part of the benefit goes to the big farmers 
and not to small or marginal farmers. However, one can, 
point out that since international prices of fertilisers 
are much less than internal prices, the subsidy given 
in case of fertiliser is not only for the benefit of tne 
farmer, but also for the industry. But what about 
subsidies in case of power and water ? In 1986-87 the 
cost of generation of power per unit was on an average 
74 to 75 paise, but the farmers in most cases were only 
paying 19 to 20-paise per unit. In the same way, the 
irrigation taxes even do not cover the maintenance cost 
of canals. It ig estimated that the losses by the State 
Governments on irrigation exceeded Rs.1220 crores in 
1987-88. If the cultivators are able to increase their 
productivity due to application of new technology, should 
not they pay for the cost of electricity and irrigation 
water ? : 


‘ One should remember the constraints in case of 


subsidy. Subsidies once given become a permanent feature 
in the economy. Inspite of the benefit secured from 
agriculture, farmers go on demanding subsidies and the 
Governments succumb to it: due to political pressure. 
Secondly, in case of most of the subsidies, the rich 
farmers get more benefit than the small and marginal 
farmers. Therefore, subsidies lead to inequity in the 
society. .The inequity is further heightened because 
subsidies are given only to the farmers of the irrigated 
area who are much better off than the farmers of the 
non-irrigated area. Thirdly, the capacity of the Gove- 
rnment toa provide subsidy is not unlimited. There is 
almost a resource crisis in the country. There are now 
mounting deficits both in the Central and State Govern- 
ments. How car the Government provide subsidies to all 
and sundry and if so, how long ? Should we not have 
a consensus to restrict the subsidies only to small and 
marginal farmers, particularly to those who have not been 
able to derive adequate benefit from modern agriculture 
or not in a position to apply new techniques due to lack 
“of financial resources? Most of the studies in agriculture 
show that small and marginal farmers are more efficient 
in applying inputs than rich farmers. But many of them 
are not in a position to apply them due to financial 


constraints. They deserve some assistance and that for 
a limited. period. 
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wheat, if the farmers can be persuaded to produce fruits, 
vegetables and some other cash crops like sugarcane, 
tobacco, cotton and soyabeans, the, farmers can definitely 
increase their income per unit of land. Some of the 
studies in Punjab show that while a farmer can get an 
annual gross revenue of about Rs.7000 per hectare from 
a rice-wheat production cycle, he can get Rs.13,000 to 
Rs.35,000 from various types of fruits and vegetables. 
But these commodities require a good marketing system. 
Without a proper marketing system perishable commodities 
cannot thrive in any area. Maharastra cultivators incurred 
quite a big loss in 1979 and 1980 in onion production 
due to lack of buyers. Even in case of soyabeans, Madhya 
Pradesh incurred a heavy loss in 1975 due to lack of 
buyers. Therefore, while changing the cropping system, 
we should develop a marketing organisation for sale of 
these commodities. Probably, the establishment of food 
and beverage industries in irrigated areas will create 
sufficient demand for such products and improve marketing 
system for those products. 


Thirdly, it is also necessary to utilise the by 
products for increasing the income of the farmers. Take 
the case of paddy straw. It is estimated that India 
produces about 90 million tonnes of paddy straw and most 
of these are used as an inefficient type of fodder. Unless 
paddy straw is combined with some other feeds, it will 
not prove beneficial to the cattle. It is said that cattle 
can digest only 35% of paddy straw. But the scientists 
have estimated that if paddy straw is gasified, the entire 
amount of paddy straw can produce 100 to 150 billion 
units of power. Further, the gas can also be synthesised 
to give liquid” amonia for use as fertiliser ‘or methanol 
for powering automobiles. In that case, not only there 
will be a ready market for straw, farmer can, as esti- 
mated by Prem Shankar Jha, double his profit from 
growing paddy. Similarly, in case of sugar cane, bagasse 
which constitutes about 65 to 70 million tonnes a year, 
is used as fuel in the boilers of the sugar mills. But 
if proper technology is developed bagasse can be used 
for producing paper. In Tamil Nadu, bagasse is already 
used in producing news print: and coal is used as a fuel 
in the sugar mills. If such projects are replicated in 
other parts of the country, sugar cane producers can 
increase their income by 40 to 60%. 


Further in case of irrigated area, we should also 
try to economise the use of water in producing different 
crops. First of all we are producing crops which require 
more water than others. Changing cropping pattern as 
suggested above may reduce the requirement of water per 


unit of land. Secondly we also use much more water than 
what is required for a Crop. It is understood that in 
case of Japan, China, Taiwan, etc. water uséd in a crop 
is much less than what -it is in India. Yet, their produ- 
ctivity is much greater. Since irrigated water is a costly 
item, the farmers should be properly trained for economic 


use of such water. If irrigated water is Properly used, 
the farmer can increase his income by Producing more 
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Upto 1980, 12.9 lakh hectares of cultivable land 


were under irrigation. By 1987-88, this has gone up to 
18.89 lakh: hectares, 


There were only 3990 lift irrigation Points upto 
1979-80, By 1984-85, 4253 new lift points have been 
established, During the last three -years, 1800 more lift 
Points have been established, 


Special allocations have been made for the const- 
ruction of canal systems of Upper Indravati (Rs.26.5 
crores), Upper Kolab (Rs.19 crores), Rengali (Rs.30 
crores) and Subarnarekha (Rs.19 crores). The Mahanadi 
Barrage System, constructed with the assistance of the 
World Bank, is almost complete. The other important 
Projects which are likely to be Operational by 1990 are 
Ong, Sundar, Dadraghati , Upper Suktel etc, 

Delta-2 which was closed is being revived, 
increase the irrigation Potential by 29 6 A 
Khariff and 21 2650 hectares in Rabi, This wiles 
2000 hectares by remo-~ 


supply sweet water for irrigation, 10 ph undation an 
under operation which wil} irrigate 6000 aoe. OJects are 
riff. 32 new creek irrigation Projects ap Sin Kha- 
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BISWANATH DAS 


AND THE TENANCY LEGISLATIONS 


OF CONGRESS MINISTRY 


Sri Chandi Prasad Nanda 


Broadly, this paper intends to reflect upon the 
first Congress Ministry of Orissa (1937-38) under the 
Prime Minister-ship of .Biswanath Das in so far as the 
ministry undertook some important tenancy legislations. 
However, the emphasis is specifically confined to map 
the relatively pro-peasant orientations of these agrarian 
legislations as perceptibly gauged from the legislative 
speeches of the Prime Minister who piloted these legisla- 
tions in the Assembly vis-a-vis the reactionary Raja- 
landlord nexus which represented the opposition. The 
three important tenancy legislations which the ministry 
initiated were; 


(a) Madras Estates land (Orissa Amendment Act) 
Bill; 


(b) Orissa Tenancy (Amendment) Bill; 


(c) Money lenders Bill; 


I 


The first tenancy legislation undertaken by the 
Congress ministry was Madras Estates Land (Amendment) 
Bill. This bill remained a controversial issue till mini- 
stry's resignation in 1939. The Bill was specifically 
meant for those areas which had been annexed to Orissa 
from Madras Province in 1936. In this area, the Zamindars 
charged high rents from the tenants as per the provision 
of Madras Estates Land Act, 1908. The rent was calculated 
on the basis of Cash-equivalent of half the gross produce 
of the land and so compared to the other Ryotwari areas 
of Orissa was quite a lot higher. In the Ryotwari areas 
of Orissa the rent was half of the net produce.(l) To 
iron out such glaring disadvantages faced by a part of 
the people of the same province the bill was introduced 
in the Assembly on 23rd September 1937.2) The bill 
.proposed to lower the rent existing in these areas to 
that of the nearest Ryotwari areas for similar lands with 
similar advantages. The bill also suggested a margin of 
two anna excess only in a rupee for Zamindari rents over 


that of ryotwari ones.) 


Introducing the Bill, the Prime Minister, Biswanath 
Das pointed out the main provisions of the Bill as the 
substitution of half the net produce in lieu of half the 
gross amount as_ rent. in the newly merged Madras 
Zamindari areas of Ganjam. For, he observed, "nowhere 


in Orissa the raiyats are so very helpless, 
miserable and so much oppressed 
raiyats in the Zamindari areas of Sou 
course of the debates he told the House that" the 
land revenue per acre for Cuttack was Rs.3.6; 
sore, Rs.2.12; for Puri Rs.2.8 and for Sambalpu 
only. Even in the, permanently settled districts 


th Orissa -&) In 
average 
for Bala- 


from Rs.5/- to Rs.16/- in case of wet lands and in the 
case of rain fed lands from Rs.3/- to Rs.8/- (5) 

However, the Opposition le trong fight againsi 
the Bill. The opposition was led by the j 
who dubbed the Bill as 
exproprietory in character’ , as he had 
stake in it.6) 
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lords and the Governor. This was ruled out by the Prime 
Minister Biswanath Das, who observed; "the Bill which 
restricts the power of Zamindars and redress rent is 
already passed by the legislature by an overwhelming - 
majority; the conference seems to discuss the questions 
of agreed solutions of the agrarian situation in the Ganjam 
Zamindari. But I wonder if there could be any agreed 
solution of agrarian problems between tenants and Zamin- 
dars, in the whole history of British India at any 
period. We will not accept a position which will com- 
promise. with the decision of Legislature."(0) | However 
Sardar Patel in a letter to Das also wrote: "We agree 
that it would be somewhat awkward for you at this stage 
after the Bill has been passed by the Assembly and 
submitted for approval of Viceroy to have a conference 
of this nature; but as a Government you must be prepared. 
to give a patient hearing to the people whenever there 
is a genuine demand from any of them for such a purpose. 
In the conference you can put Government's point of view 
firmly and confront the Zamindars with facts and figures; 
but it should not mean that you are prepared to go behind 
the vote of the Assembly &nd enter into some Act of 
Settlement with Zamindars."(1) 


The conference on Madras Estates Land Act was 
held on 1st February, 1939. The Rajas of Khallikote and 
Parlakhemundi and the Zamindar of Surangi attended from 
the opposition party alongwith Rajendra Prasad as the 
observer and Governor Hubback. On the setond day of 
the conference, Das, resenting the non-cooperative attitude 
on the part of Zamindars, said that: “in Madras, they 
had passed an agricultural Debt Relief Act which has 
the effect of wiping off the arrears of rent due to the 
Zamindars and land-holders for certain periods, and in 
Bihar, they have passed a legislation imposing an income 
tax on agricultural income, whereas the Orissa Government 
had refrained from taking any steps to introduce such 
a measure; the people of Orissa have been watching what 
was happening in Madras and in Bihar all of which made 
the position of the ministry and the Government exceed- 
ingly difficult."( 2) 


An interesting development occurred over this issue 
during August, 1939. A minority anti-ministerial faction 
of Congress represented by Chintamani Mishra (Editor 
of Lokmata) levelled serious charged against the Prime 
Minister regarding the Bill. They were three-fold:(1 3) 
(a) The Bill was too drastic and so ran the risk of 
Governor not assenting to it as being exproprietory in 
nature, (b) Clause relating to under-ryot was not 
accepted as it was in the Prime Minister's personal 
interest not to adopt it. (c) Bill was conceived not for 
the benefit of the ryots but for the personal benefit of 
the Prime Minister. However ‘the Report of tne Enquiry 
Committee which was instituted to probe these charges 
had held that: It is true that Prime Minister himself 
being the member of a family which holds ryot lands 


in Zamindari of Khallikote will be benefited by the Bill 
but there are thousands of other tenants who will get 
benefit of the Bill, The Prime Minister does not gain 
as. much by being a tenant in Khallikote Zamindari as 
he loses by being a Zamindar of some other villages and 
inamdar-: in respect of another Village. "(1 4) 


.The opposition was consistently desperate in 
persuading both the Governor General and Governor to 
intervene so: as to kill the Bill. In February 1938, the 
Raja of Parikuda met the Governor General and asked 


- But Linli- 


"Great as may be Sympathy one might feel for landlords 
and little as one would like to see, what has on the 
whole, been an invaluable conservative influence dis- 
appear; I fear that the extent to which we can effectively 
intervene on their behalf, is, under _present circumsta- 


neces, very limited and they (Zamindars) Clearly realize 
that ."15) 


Despite a vigorous effort by the ministry to secure 
assent to this Bill, the assent was withheld by Governor 
Hubback. He instead reserved 
consideration, But, the Governor General vetoes the Bill 
in February 1941. This is how the Bill 
death after three years - of long campaign. But the Bill 
was however, an indicator of the fact that Congress made 
@ systematic effort to combine agrarian reform with its 
struggle against Colonalism via office-acceptance, 
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the British rule." Resenting strongly, the opposition's 
hue and cry over such fundamental legislation as revolu+ 
tionary he heldg "it is an irony of fate that when surging 
waves of nationalism in countries other that ours have 
been throwing aside vested interests; have been throwing 
away autocracy in other paris of the world; in our cou- 
ntry "expropriation" and "revolution" have been the cry 
of granting a little concessions to raiyats-which may touch 
landlords' income by about 5%. If this is revolution then 
I think, every minute of our life we have been revo- 
lting." He emphasised that "we are more sympathetic to 
the landed aristocracy; while other provinces had been 
launching legislations to levy death duties and agricultural 
income tax, the Orissa Government had not thought of 
these."(19) 


On the hotly-debated issue of mutation fee, Das 
maintained that "it was a right which was got at a time 
when legislature did not have popular representation. 
Now they -have the right to demand the rights - those 
had been unjustly snatched away, to be restored. So in 
effect, the Bill gives no absolute economic relief; but 
takes away the rights that landlords secured at a stage 
when people did not have power in their hands." Pointing 
to some landholders of the Congress party, he said: "if 
they are piloting the Bill, because they are able to see 
the vision of life - they see the danger ahead; they 
see that unless these small fhings are done by them- 
selves, they as a class, will be scrapped." "How long." 
he asked "could you go on enjoying advantages that were 
conferred by Government which have nothing to do with 
popular feeling and sentiment and much less with economic 
life and existence ?'{20) 


TIT 


Rural indebtedness was a serious problem faced 
by the peasants in Orissa during 19th century. The evil 
persisted tjll the thirties of 20th century when the nati- 
onalist leadership attempted to undertake some definite 
efforts to relieve the peasants of such monostrous burden. 
The money lenders Bill as introduced by the ministry 
contained the following proposals$ (a) Registration - of 
moneylenders; {b) Control on rate of interest; (c) Intro- 
duction of Damdaputa system; (d) Prohibition of compound 
interest and cancellation of registration of illegal exac- 
tions {24 The Bill proposed that the scaling down of rates 
of interest to 9% and 12% on secured and unsecured loans 
respectively would be counted from 1st April, 1936.23 


Moving the Bill, the Premier Biswanath Das out- 
lined the context and objective of the legislation in his 
apt remark that: "If India were free, the people (I mean) 
the class of debtors would have by way of legislation 
as America or any other country did to meet the needs 


of depression. Unfortunately nothing of the kind has been 
done here and condition of people has gone down and 
down. With the depressed conditions, it was found impo- 
ssible for the debtors and specially the agricultural 
debtors to meet the demands that had to be made by 
the creditors on the basis of pre depression condition. 
So, Government had thought it desirable that some sorts 
of protection should be given to the debtors so as to 
ensure payment to the creditors & also save the debtors 
so far as possible from the unfortunate position in which 
they are placed .(23) He went on to explain the existing 
pattern of credit system holding that it might lead to 
seious agrarian troubles. Deploring the prevailing contra- 
ctual practice followed in the credit system, he held 
that, “neither the debtor contacts money keeping in view 
his capacity to pay nor does the creditor advance any 
money looking to and estimating the paying capcity of 
the debtor. Conseaquently the property of the debtor 
becomes a security absolutely forgetting ‘the fact that 
money advanced has to be paid." : 


Singling out the specific limitations of the contra- 
ctual system he said that: "parties are not equally 
independent to enter into a contract, specially the debtor 
who is an agriculturist being hopelessly and helplessly 
on the mercy of moneylender. So, heavy rates of interests 
are stipulated from time to time and mostly so during 
harvesting seasons and trans-plantation. The rates of 
interest have gone very .high after trade depression. The 
question of compound interest is also awfully distre- 
ssing."@4) Pointing out the Provision Registration, of money 
lenders , the premier held that "it is an important pro- 
vision as moneylending has not been declared a registered 
business, Government and courts are failing in that effort 
to control such business." Pointing out the prevailin 
system of moneylending and the disadvantages the Bhcedes 
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vastness of the problems, he viewed that the Bill sought 
to provide certain amount of protection to the classes 
of people who needed "protection move at this hour of 
the day." Hitting at opposition's allegations that the Maha- 
jans like Das having money had secured lands and depri- 
ved the cultivations of their land and so benefited at 
the expenses of Zamindars, he stressed that "we are out 
to protect the people both from money lenders and Zamin- 
dars," and cautioned: "if somebody thinks that we have 
fallen short of our ideas which the country expects of 
us then we will be nowhere and the country will be the 
best judge of your action and ours. "@8) 


In his concluding remarks he observed: "if India 
were free today it would have taken far more stringent 
measure than this Bill that was being piloted. Has not 
England in course of 3 days revolutionised its mone tary 
system ?"(29) 


IV 


Looking at the stand taken up by the ruling Con- 
gress in advocating the tenancy legislation, it becomes 
evident that the ministry put in a systematic effort to 
integrate the need for agrarian reform with its struggle 
against colonalism. Office acceptance was utilised for such 
an integration. As has been pointed out at different stage, 
ministry came to represent popular hopes -by initiating 
such legislations frankly admitting its inadequacies in 
attempting full-scale reform due to the stranglehold of 
the colonial state. But within its limited scope, the mini- 
stry revealed a certain capacity to undermine the semi 
hegemonic rule of the Raj by giving the ministries a po- 
pular and a representative character. 
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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY PROGRAMME 
IN ORISSA: 1980-88 


DIARY DEVELOPMENT 


Even though Diary Development Programme in the 
state had been taken up for many years in the past, for 
variety of reasons, it had not made any significant impact 
on upgradation of cattle and milk production. Over several 
decades, the per capita milk availability increased margi- 
nally. As against 23.4 gms. in 1972, the per capita milk 
availability went up to 30.6 gms..in 1980-81. Only 0.58% 
milch cattle in the state were cross-bred. 


Keeping in view the two fold objectives of increa- 
sing milk production and producing animals of draft, a 
Cattle and Buffalo Breeding Policy for the State was 
formulated for the first time in 1982. Artificial Insemi- 
nation technology with use of liquid semen which was 
adopted for increasing availability of cross-bred animals 
was found to be unsuitable due to difficulty in storage 
of liquid semen. Therefore, the ,frozen semen technology 
which was tried on experimental basis during 1978-79 
was increasingly adopted in Artificial Insemination pro- 
gramme, since 1980-81. Over the last 8 years, Artificial 
Insemination programme has been extended to 1418 centres 
out of which 996 centres are covered by the frozen semen 
technology. These measures led to substantial increase 
in the production of cross-bred animals. Against 5.75 
lakh cross-bred progenies produced upto 1979-80, 5.83 
lakh cross-bred progenies were produced within a period 
of 8 years from 1980-81. 


The programme of rearing cross-bred female calves 
of the targetted group of beneficiaries with provision 
of subsidised feed was earlier limited to 4 districts of 
Cuttack, Puri, Dhenkanal and Sambalpur. During the last 
eight years these benefits have been extended to_ the 
poor farmers of 7 other districts of the state as a State 
Plan Scheme. As a result, it has been possible to cover 
21,373 beneficiaries during the period from 1980 to 1988 
under this scheme as against 8611 beneficiaries covered 
upto 1979-80. 


In order to make available good quality milch 
cows for the IRD and ERRP beneficiaries under the anti- 
poverty programmes, 15 heifer rearing farms with infra- 
structure assistance out of IRDP funds have been esta- 
blished during the past 6 years in the state. So far, 
1874 milch cows have been supplied to the beneficiaries 
from these farms. 


Emphasis has also been placed on fodder seeds 
production in the fodder seeds farms and popularising 


fodder cultivation through distribution of fodder minikits 
among the farmers. As against 15 tonnes of fodder seeds 
Produced by 1979-80, 56 tonnes of fodder seeds were 
produced during the Period 80-81 ito 1987-88, 58,052 


fodder minikits were distributed among the farmers during 
this period. : 


Biological Products Institute for Producing _ sufficient 


quality vaccines for taking Prophylactic measures against 
animal diseases, 


Prior to 1980-81, the state had a poor diary base 
and no organised attempt had been made for establishment 


of regular channel of milk Procurement from the rural 
- areas and organising the sale of milk 


per day 
+6 gms, against the 
The Operation 


Flood Programme was launched in 1980-81 in the state 


The Orissa State Co-operative Milk Producers' 
Federation Ltda, (OMFED) was established 
1980 to implement the objectives 
Project. The Project was i 
of Cuttack, Puri, Dhenkanal and 
1980-81. Till date, 493 Milk Co Operative Societies have 
been organised in these 4 distri 
25,684 farm families, Members are guaranteed Procurement 
of their Surplus milk through 


ided with Quality cattle feed 
at subsidised rate. The Society also Provides health care 
and artificial insemination faci 
its members. 


diary infrastructure 
in the above 4 districts 
in centr i 
Plants by OMFED at various Places, 7 Bienes eaaky 
centres have been established 
a chilling Capacity of 48,500 litr 
have been established at Bhuban 


E a pelletiseg Cattle Feed 
daily Production Capacity of 100 mT. 


In the 9 districts Outside the Operation Flood ¢ 


areas, dairy development through the Animal Husbandry 
Department made significant progress over the last 8 
years. In each district, milk marketing is organised 
through the Milk Co-operative Societies and the chilling 
plants and other infrastructure facilities have been esta- 
blished and run by the District Milk Unions. In each 
of these districts, a Milk Union has been organised. 978 
Milk Co-operative Societies are functioning in these dist- 
ricts. As against 3 chilling plants established in these 
districts with capacity of 14000 litres per day by 1980, 
21 chilling plants have been set up with a capacity of 
1.59 lakh litres per day during last 8 years. Quantity 
of milk collection has increased from 9000 litres per day 
during 1979-80 to 44350 litres per day during the last 
8 years. 


POULTRY DEVELOPMENT 


Small poultry layer units in the state were not 
found viable because of the high investment on the poultry 
houses and the high cost of poultry feed. To overcome 
these difficulties, poultry layer units under IRD/ERRP 
schemes are not being organised on cluster basis so that 
the cost of the poultry houses and other infrastructure 
are supported out of NREP or such other funds. Such 
complexes taken up in Cuttack and Sambalpur districts, 
have become viable. 


In order to provide quality poultry feed at a 
reasonable cost to the farmers, financial assistance to 
the extent of Rs.40 lakhs is being provided to the Orissa 
State Poultry Federation to establish poultry feed plants 
in Bhubaneswar, Bhanjanagar, Sambalpur and Angul. Rs.13 
lakhs has also been provided to the Poultry Federation 
as grant to establish two broiler units of 10,000 birds 
capacity each at Angul, and Bhubaneswar to supply broiler 
meat to the consumers. 


FEEDING MILK TO A BABY 


Mrs.Saswati Parichha 


Mother's milk is the best food for the baby in 
early months of life, Now-a-days the rate of breast 
feeding of mothers to their infants is gradually declining 
as the number of working women has increased conside- 
rably. But mothers must understand that breast milk . 
contains the correct Proportion of most of the nutrients © 
required for the growth and development of the infant. 


BREAST FEEDING 


ial contamination. It is also available 
at the Proper temperature and easily digestible and 
absorbed in the body as it contains correct amount and 


Proportion of water, The water content changes as the 
infant grows older. It has antibodi 


: : d prevents the child from the attack 
of diseases like asthma, bronchitis and diarrhoea, During 
the first three days after the child birth, the breast 
ut yields a i i 

Colostrum, Colostrum is ‘ eau ere 
antibodies. Some believe that Colostrum is harmful; but 
actually, it is harmless and is a rich source of "pod 
building materials, 4 
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FEEDING ANIMAL MILK 


As a_ substitute of breast milk, cow's’ milk, 
buffalo's milk or goat milk is used in artificial feeding. 
But it is better to prefer cow's milk. A. comparative 
analysis of the constituents of milk from various sources 
is presented in Table - I. 


1. Protein: The Protein content in cow's’ and 
buffalo's and goat's milk are about 3 times higher than 
the human milk. The higher protein content is hard to 
digest on the part of infant. They contain larger amount 
of casein which forms hard curd in the stomach. 


2. Fat: The fat content of human milk is nearly 
same as those present in cow's and goat's milk. But it 
is double in case of buffalo's milk. 


3. Mineral: The iron content is nearly equal in 
all but calcium and phosphorus content is 4-7 times 
higher in cow's, buffalo's and goat's milk. 


4. Vitamin: The vitamic A and folic acid content 
are nearly equal in all. Vitamin C content of human milk 
is high which is completely absorbed as the milk is 
directly sucked from the breast. But in case of others 
it is destroyed during boiling. But, human milk contains 
lesser amounts of Vitamic. 'B' than those present in other 
milks. 


MODIFICATION OF ANIMAL MILK FOR INFANT FEEDING 


The milk of animals can be modified in the foll- 
owing ways for feeding infants. 


(i) Adjustment of fat (ii) Boiling (iii) Dilution 
and addition of Sugar. 


(i) Adjustment of Fat: 


Adjustment of fat is required in case of buffalo's 
milk only, since it contains double the amount of fat than 
that of human or cow's milk. So use skimmed buffalo 


milk having a fat content of 3.5%. 
(ii) Boiling: 


Boiling brings about physio-chemical changes in 
the milk which reduces the curd tension of the milk. 


(iii) Dilution with water and addition of sugar: 


Dilution with water is required to reduce the 
protein content and mineral content. This dilution varies 
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Calories 
(KCal) 


Lactose(gm) 


Protein(gm) 
Fat (gm) 


Calcium(mg) 


Phosphorus 
(mg) 


Iron(mg) 
Vit.A(Mi.gm) 
Thiamine(mg) 
Ribflavin(mg) 


Nicotinic acid 
(mg) 


Folic acid 
(Mi.gm) 


Vitamin B-12 
(Mi.gm) 


Ascorbic acid 
(mg) 


COMPARISON OF HUMAN MILK 
WITH OTHER MILKS 


Value per 100 ml. 


Human 


71 


0.03 


Table - I 


Cow 


69 


0.50 


Bufdalo 


210 


130 


0.30 


255, 


Goat 


130 


106 
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During the last month is should be 1 part of cow's 
milk to 2 parts of water. Gradually it is reduced by 
the end of one year, when the infant gets whole cow's 
milk or toned buffalo's milk. Sugar is added at 5% level 
in the diluted milk. It is also advisable to give plain, 
boiled and cooled water 2-3 times per day and more 
during the hot weather. 


FEEDING OF INFANTS WITH FRESH COW'S 
OR TONED BUFFALO'S MILK 


Age (Months) 1 2 3 4-5 
: , 

No.of feeds 7 6 6 6 

per day 

Cow's milk or 400 500 600 700-750 

toned buffalo ‘ 

milk (ml) 

Water (ml) 300 300 300 300 

Canesugar (gm) 20 30 40 50 

Vitamic D(I.U) 400 400 400 400 

Fruit Juice(ml) - - 10 15 

Cereal food(gm) - - - 10 
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ORISSA ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIETY 


Orissa Environmental Society was formally consti- 
tuted on 21st February 1982 during a National Seminar 
on "Environmental Study and Forest Education" held at 
Phulbani. The Society was registered on 25th October 
1982 under the Societies Registration Act ,1960. The area 
of operation is the whole of the state of Orissa. The 
President of the Society is Sri Prasanna Kumar Dash ,. 
Speaker of the Orissa Legislative Assembly. 


ACTIVITIES - 1982 


1. Ist decade of ‘World Environment Day' was 


celebrated at Phulbani on 5th June by convening a general 
public meeting. 


2. Supported peoples workshops on 'Forest and 
Environmental conservation organised by other local insti- 


tutions at different place@ in Phulbani and Dhenkanal dist- 
ricts. 


3. A delegation of the Society met Chief Minister 
of Orissa, Mr. Janaki Ballav Patnaik to Present him a 
copy of the resolutions of the Society in respect of crea- 
ting the Department of Science, Technology and Environ- 
ment in Orissa 


State which was started with effect from 
9th December 1982, 


1983 
4. Supported the 'World Forest Day' celebration 


held on 21st March 1983 at Paburia a remote tribal 


village in Phulbani district b ; 
shop on Forest Protection, ¥ arranging a peoples work- 


5. Supported the e I 
Conservation’ held at peoples workshop on 


"Forest 
Kesharpur 
was organised by Brik 


in) Puri district. This 


h ven . 
Kesharpur. ye f0" Jibara Bandhu Parishad, 
6. A seminar on 'En 
Management! vironment and Natural Resources 


5th June 1983 to celebrate the 
Day. This was collaborated by Nat 
vation Society of Orissa, Bhubaneswar 


1984 
Sponsored 


ube seminar ‘Tribals and Forest 


Ecosystem' organised at Koraput coinciding with celebra- 
tion of World Forest Day on 21st March 1984. This was 
organised by the Koraput District Environmental Society 
and DAV College. 


8. Supported the people's workshop 'Forest Prote- 
ction and Abatement of Alcoholism' organised at Ujaleswar 
in  Ganjam district. This was organised by N.S.S. of 
Khemundi College, Digapahandi. : 


9. Organised the workshop on_ 'Environmental 
Conservation' at Berhampur from 4-6th June 1984 to cele- 
brate the 12th World Environment Day. This was collabo- 
rated by the Rotary Club of Berhampur Mid-Town. 


10. A mass mobilisation campaign for ‘Wild Life 
(Black Buck) Conservation' was organised at Buguda in 
Ganjam district during 18-19th November 1984. 


1985 


11. Sponsored the conference "Environment, World 
Understanding and Peace' held at Berhampur on 24th 
February 1985. This was organised by the Rotary Club 
of Berhampur Mid-Town. 


12. Organised the workshop ‘Forest and Environ- 
mental Conservation' on 21st March 1985 at Angisingi, 
a remote village in Puri district to celebrate the World 
Forest Day. This was collaborated by Brikhya 'O' Jibara 
Bandhu Parishad, Kesharpur. 


13. Organised a state level photographic exhibition 
on ‘Nature Environment and Wildlife' at Bhubaneswar on 
19th May 1985. 


14. Organised the national seminar ‘Biosphere 
Reserves' at Similipal, Baripada in Mayurbhanj— district 
during 21-22nd May 1985. This was collaborated by the 
Mayurbhanj District Environmental Society. 


15. Celebrated the 13th World Environment Day 
at Kotapalli, a remote village in Sambalpur district by 
arranging an exhibition and a public meeting on 5th June 
1985. This was collaborated by the Sambalpur District 
Environmental Society. 


1986 


\¢.Celebrated the World Forest Day on 21st March 
at Berhampur by organising snake show, exhibition, films 
and public meeting for school children. This was colla- 
borated by the Indian Society of Wildlife Research, 
Calcutta, Mahendra Tanaya Nature Club of Government 


Girls' High School, Berhampur and the Rotary Club of 


Berhampur Mid-Town, Berhampur. 


17. Organised the national conference "Natural 
Heritage Conservation with special emphasis on Chilika 
Lagoon' at Berhampur (Ganjam) during 4-6 June to cele- 
brate the 14th World Environment Day. This was collabo- 


rated by the Rotary Club of Berhampur Mid-Town Ber- 
hampur, 


18. Celebrated the Ist "National Environment Month! 
during November-December by organising the following 
activities, 


(a) Training Programme in Environmental Education 
for school teachers on 16th December. This was coordi- 
nated by the Centre for Environmental Education, Ahmeda- 


(c) Essay and debate competitions and lecture 
Programmes for school children in 10 centres at Berhampur 
covering the whole of Environment Month 19th Nov-Dec- 
18th. This was coordinated by Environmental Services 


Group, New Delhi and collaborated by Bigyan Prachar 
Samiti, Berhampur (Ganjam). © 


1987 


19. Organised a citizens! i 

; __ Organi meet, and a public 

Heda highlighting the theme of the inte pation Year 
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(d) District level workshop on ‘Environment! and 
'Similipal Forest' for peoples' representatives at Bisoi 
in Mayurbhanj district. This was collaborated by the 
Mayurbhanj District Environmental Society. 


1988 

22. Organised a public meeting and competitions 
to celebrate World Forest Day on 21st March 1988 at Diga- 
pahandi (Ganjam). This was collaborated by local High 
School, Rotary Club of Berhampur Mid-Town and Centre 
for Environmental Research and Extension Education, 
Berhampur. . 

23. Organised a workshop on the State-of Art 
Report on Environment of Orissa. This was collaborated 
by the Regional Science Centre, and CYSD. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


PUBLICATIONS 
!.Proceedings of the seminar on ‘Environment and 
Natural Reources Management 1983.' 


2. Proceedings of the workshop on ‘Environmental 
Conservation 1984.' 


3. Proceedings of mass mobilisation campaign on 
"Wildlife (Black Buck) Conservation 1984.' 


4. Proceedings of the national conference on 
"Biosphere Reserve Similipal 1985.' 


5. Environment and Indira Gandhi (in Oriya langu- 
age) 1986. 


6. Proceedings of the national conference on 'Natu- 
ral Heritage (Chilika) Conservation' 1986 (in press). 


JOURNAL 


1. The Journal of Environmental Science is being 
published with effect from May 1985. 


The Society is enjoying constant support from the 
Government of Orissa in their Departments of Science, 
Technology & Environment, Forest, Education and Youth 
Services and othe, Government of India in their Depart- 
ment of Science § Technology, Environment, and interna- 
tional organisations like UNEP and UNESCO. Besides, the 
Society also gets active support and cooperation from 
regional and National non-government organisations like 
CSE, ESG, WWF etc and individuals interested in conserva- 
tion. 


CENTRAL SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD FOR 
SRI SOURINDRA BARIK 


Sourindra Barik gets the Central Sahitya Akademi 
award for 1988 for his third poetry-collection, Akash 
Pari Nibida (Intimate as the sky), Writing from the Six- 
ties, Barik, till date, has published three volumes of 
Poems, the other two being Samanya Kathan and Upa Bha- 
rata. He has also been awarded the State Sahitya Akademi 
award for Samanya Kathan. 


From the Sixties to the Eighties 
has steadily matured. The Sixties 
influence of Eliot and his contemporaries on the Oriya 
Poets, and Barik, being a student of ‘English literature, 
was immediately drawn to it. His first collection Samanya 
Kathan, with images drawn mainly from an urban milieu, 
describes an e ennui and ‘alienation, the 
banality and void of life, But in his second collection 
Upa Bharata, Barik abandons his subjective experiences 
and moves tot universal man. Upa Bharata 
1S_a_ significant collection because of the use of ancient 
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POEMS BY SOURINDRA BARIK 


POEMS BY SOURINDRA BARIK 


Translated by Dr. Jayant Kumar Biswal 


Memory and Oblivion 


In the dark corridor of oblivion 
Two lamp-posts of memory stand; 
One is your acquaintance, 


The other, your farewell. 


The Bridge 


The bridge connects 
The two sides of the river. 


Between you and me 
The bridge of our deep, despairing sighs, 
Trembles with the presentiments of the present. 


But Bubu comes as a bridge 
And connects us, our years of eternal temporality 


With the infinite future. 


The bridge connects 
The two sides of the river. 


The Search 


Tell me 
How long shall I search ? 


I've become exhausted 
Searching endlessly 

Hills and forests, 

Streams and rivers, 

Skies and the storms. 

And I've searched 

For days and months and years 


And for ages. 
Tell me 
How long shall I search 
Tell me 
Where shall I get him ? 


But he had said 

It was easy to get his home 

For he was known to everybody: 
Even a child could say his address ! 


POEMS BY SOURINDRA BARIK 


Lecturer in English 
- BJB College 
Bhubaneswar. 


With that hope 

Did I come here 

And searching him in this country 

Alas, I have become desperate and dumb ! 


Nothing is left 

For I've asked even every withered leaf 
Asked too the shining young green leaves 
Asked the birds of various hues; 

All of them, at my question 

Have laughed and said, 

"You fool, 

Don't you know 

Everybody only searches for him. 

But does anybody really get him 

For he is the search itself ! 

Have the moths 

lying withered and dead 

Near the lamp-post 

Got him 9r only 

Searched for him all the night ? 
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Se 


The Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi in conversation 


with Chairman Deng Xiaoping in Beijing on December Ze 
1988. 
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